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Dancing the night away
Cultural dancers kick off Hispanic Heritage Month

T.J. Luty ’02 climbs a tree in search of trash.

PC cleans up
by

Jamie Chase ’04

News Staff

At an off-campus party, the
music rocks, scores of people
are packed in, the alcohol never
runs out, and the police never
stop by. The hangovers
disappear and more often than

not, the houses get put back
together, but what about the yard
next door that has several beer
cans left in it as souvenirs of the
neighbor’s wild night?
Concern for the havoc
students create for the people

Congress clean-up, page 6

The swirl of colorful skirts
and the pulsating rhythm of
Latin music filled ’64 Hall as
Amigos Unidos celebrated
Hispanic Heritage Month with
“The Dances of Latin
America.”
The goal of the evening,
according to Ivonne Pena ’04,
President of Amigos Unidos,
was to “present the three
cultures - African, native,
Spanish” - of Latin America
through song and dance.
Groups performed several
types of dances, including
tangos and native Peruvian
dances.
One of the highlights of the
evening, according to Pena,
was the performance of Lydia
Perez and her Afro-Puerto
Rican group Yoruba. “We saw
her perform at RISD and she
was incredible,” stated Pena.
Her interactive performance
culminated with the audience
forming a circle around her
and joining in with the dancing
and drum playing. “The music
is just so passionate, you can’t
sit still,” Pena explained.
The event was put on with
the help of the Black Studies
Program,
Dr.
Thomas
Canavan, Vice President of
Academic Administration, the
Education Department, the
Feinstein Institute, the
Political
Science, the
Sociology Department, the

PETE JOHNSON ’03/The Cowl

Alma Peruana, a local Peruvian dance group, performs.
will have speakers, dancers,
Balfour Center, and S.A.I.L.
Hispanic Heritage Month will food, and a dance party.
culminate with the 10,h Annual
- Nicole McIntyre ’02
Latino Expo in October, which

Muslims share faith, promote understanding
by

Ben Russell ’04

News Staff

The room was filled with
pictures of different mosques
from all over. Informational
posters had different questions
ranging from, “What is Islam
and who are Muslims?” and
“What is the Qur’an?” to “What
do Muslims think about Jesus?”
This scene may seem strange at
PC, but because of the recent
World Trade Center bombings,
many people are asking
questions about Islam, and a
lecture sponsored by the
Feinstein Institute hoped to
clear up any lingering questions
people had about one of the
world’s fastest growing
religions.
Keith Morton, Director of
the Feinstein Institute for Public
Service, said that the lecture
was a way of taking “practical
action to learn” about Islam. He
pointed out that the purpose of

the lecture was education.
Shereef Ahmed ’04 introduced
the Statement of Affirmation,
which is a promise to prevent the
violence against Muslims in our
community. Ahmed said, “We
must extend our hands to our
Muslim
brothers
and
sisters.. .and extend a welcome.
We must respond to the violence
and acts against the Muslims in
our community.”
Before the panelists began
their lectures, Shaikh Hassan
Abbu-Naar, Imam of the North
Smithfield Mosque and also one
of the panelists, said a prayer
from the Qur’an. Then Morton
introduced the other two
panelists: Eva Sofa, a law school
student at Roger Williams
University and a recent convert
to Islam, and Mohammed
Sharif, professor of economics
at the University of Rhode
Island and President of the
Southern Rhode Island Islamic
Society.
Many of the panelist sought

Want a little porn in your
college curriculum?
Transfer.
Commentary, page 11
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Local Muslims discuss their religious beliefs.
to dispel rumors about Islamic
faith and culture. Sofa spoke
first about the rights of women
under Islam, stating that the
view of Islamic women being
oppressed is wrong. Under
Islamic laws, women are truly
liberated, she explained. The
common
misconception

involves people mistaking rules
of cultures and political regimes
with those of Islam. Sofa said
that the foundation of equality of
men and women under Islam can
be found in the Qur’an,
especially in the story of Adam
and Eve. There, both man and
woman were made from the same

Want to indulge in
mindless hilarity?
See Zoolander.
A&E, page 16

clay created to be equal
physically and spiritually.
Sofa cited a woman’s right to
an education, to express
opinions and educate other
women, to own independent
property, to inherit, to work
with no obligation to give
earnings to her husband, and
the choice of marriage. “I feel
liberated and protected by
Islam,” Sofa stated.
Professor Sharif then spoke
on what was on the minds of
many of the audience
members - the incidents at the
World Trade Center and
Pentagon. Sharif said his
emotions ranged from
disbelief and anger to sadness.
He could not believe that
people had no love for their
lives or the lives of others.
“Are we [humans] going
crazy? Have we lost our
minds?” he asked the crowd.
He then addressed the idea

Islam lecture, page 4
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Students parlez in local French school
by

Shawna Hassett ’03

News Staff

An ideal of teachers and students alike at Providence
College is to combine scholastics with the Christian
model of community service and volunteerism. Dr.
Patricia Lawlor, Professor of French in the Modem
Languages Department, believes that she has found a
way to do just that. On Wednesday, September 26, she
and six of her students went on an outing to the East
Side of Providence to the French-American School of
Rhode Island.
Located on 75 John Street in Providence, the FrenchAmerican School of Rhode Island is designed to teach
students from ages three to eleven both French and
American language and culture. “I knew there were
French-American schools in New York and Boston,
but I didn’t know there was one here,” Lawlor stated.
The school did not actually have a permanent home
until this year, which is why Lawlor did not know of
its existence. Her discovery came sometime last spring
while she was eating at a restaurant across the street
and noticed the sign for the school. Intrigued, Lawlor
went into the school and met the director, Dominique
Thompson.
“As soon as I went in there it was just like being in
France. It was so entirely French. I was amazed,”
Lawlor exclaimed.
Lawlor mentioned to the director of the school that
she is a French professor at Providence College and
has some students in class who would potentially be
interested in volunteering. “She was very interested
and receptive to having college students volunteer,”
stated Lawlor.
Coincidentally, over the summer, Lawlor ran into
the director again at two different social occasions.
“We just bumped into each other,” Lawlor said, “and
we made arrangements to meet this fall.”
When classes began this semester, Lawlor contacted
a few of her students who she thought would be
attracted to the idea of volunteering. “As soon as school
started, I contacted the students that I thought would
be interested in working with children and students who

are really interested in French and whose French is at
an appropriate level.”
Amy Untersee ’02 was one of the students chosen
by Lawlor to participate in this exchange. According
to Untersee, she and the five other students were given
a brief tour of the school and then ushered into a
receiving room where they were questioned by two
French instructors. The students signed up for specific
days to volunteer and will most likely begin their
service sometime in the next few weeks.
Untersee stated, “I’m very excited to be able to use
the French I’ve been studying for so long outside of
school. I think it will be a wonderful experience not
only for the children, but for me, too.”
Nicole‘DuBois ’04 and Erika Santos ’04 both had
positive comments about their visit to the school. “It

Attention all
super sleuths!
The Cowl News
Section is looking
for a few good men
(and women) to
cover on-campus
events and issues.
Stop by The Cowl
office, Slavin
104A, to pick up an
application today!

Sanctions
Date: September 25, 2001
Subject: Student gives ID to another student, who then tries to purchase
another wristband at the Stag.
Charge: Standards of Conduct (Page 36, II, IA) - GUILTY
Sanction; $50.00 fine
Dale: September 25, 2001
Subject: Student presents fake ID in attempt to get a Stag wristband.
Charge: Standards of Conduct (Page 36, II, IA) - GUILTY
Sanctions: 1. $50.00 fine
2, Disciplinary probation until December 30,2001

Date: October 1, 2001
Subject: Possession of alcohol and drugs
Charge: 1. Possession of marijuana (Page 43, VIII, I) - GUILTY
2. Possession of alcohol by a minor (Page 41 -42) - GUILTY
Sanctions: 1. Letter of disciplinary warning
2. $200.00 fine
3. Substance abuse class
4. Disciplinary probation until 5/20/2002
Date: October 1, 2001
Subject: Possession of alcohol by a minor
Charge: 1. Possession of alcohol by a minor (Page 41-24, Alcohol
guidelines)
Sanctions: 1. $100.00 fine
2. Letter of administrative warning

felt like we were in France. The kids are really cute,
too. I think it should be very interesting to help out,”
stated DuBois.
Santos agreed with DuBois, saying, “I thought the
children were very well behaved. They spoke very
good French. Better than me I think! I’m very excited
to work with them. It should be a unique experience.”
Most of the students will most likely volunteer in
the French-American School’s after school program
called “La Garderie.” Monday through Friday from
3:00-5:30 p.m. the school offers a program for students
enrolled at the school itself as well as students who
simply want to learn French extra-curricularly. There
are two “clubs” called Club Idefix, which is the three
to six year-olds, and Club Asterix, the six to elevenyear olds. According to Untersee, the French instructors
at the school were very interested in having Providence
College students volunteer in this program which
includes art, cooking, cultural projects, dramatic play,
board games, card games, sports, singing, and more.
Some students may be able to volunteer during the
weekdays in the actual French language classes that
are held at the school. According to Lawlor, the FrenchAmerican School has volunteers from Brown
University and Rhode Island College as well and
encourages anyone with the appropriate French level
to donate some of their time.
The French-American School of Rhode Island is
accredited by both the French and American
governments. According to Lawlor, students who
graduate from the school are able to choose to attend
either French or American schools. By the time they
leave the French-American School, graduates should
be bilingual.
Lawlor is very excited about giving her students
the opportunity to utilize their own French by
volunteering and helping others. “I wanted students
to be able to experience the culture because so many
of them have never been abroad. It is so authentically
French!”
Lawlor continually stressed the old and authentic
European feel of the school. “The whole thing is so
French, not just the language.”

A message from the Telecommunications
Many students have not cleared voice mail messages from their individual
voicemail boxes, resulting in many student boxes being filled to capacity and
unable to receive additional voicemails. This results in students not receiving
important college messages as well as the inability for family and friends to
leave messages. It also precludes emergency messages from being delivered.
Please take this opportunity to clear your voicemail of existing messages and
make it a practice to periodically review and clear voicemail messages so that
you can continue to receive those messages which you want and need to get
delivered. Failure to do so will result in the loss of your mailbox for the
remainder of the academic year.

You may come to Accino 115 and see Pauline if you do not remember either
your four digit mailbox number, your mailbox password, or both.

Special Columbus Day
weekend Shuttle Service
The PC Shuttle Service will be offering special shuttle service on Friday, October 5
between the hours of noon and 5 p.m. to bring students to the Bonanza Bus Station
and the Amtrak and Greyhound Stations. The shuttle leaves from behind Raymond
Hall on the hour to bring students to the Bonanza Bus Station and then on the half
hour to bring students to the train and Greyhound stations. Regular services will
resume after 5 p.m. Friday and continue throughout the weekend. If you have any
questions, please call the S.A.I.L. office at x2211.

Office of Institutional Research
Establishes Own Web Site
The Office of Instituional Research has unveiled its own website containing
selected data items of interest to the College community. The page is located on the
internal College Web and is available only to the College community. It can be
accessed at www.intemal.providence.edu/ir.
The Web site is the latest of several technological advances in the Office of
Institutional Research. It provides access to the analysis of demographic and other
date that are maintained and published by the office. The site also allows access to
data often used in grant applications; to publications and periodicals that compare
the various colleges; and even to students research projects. Consistent with the
College’s policies, the data being published were reviewed and approved for posting.
Throughout the year, the Office of Institutional Research collects and analyzes
data from various sources to provide a comprehensive statistical picture of
Providence College. These data are often used to assist in the policy-making
processes and are distributed as appropriate.
According to its director, Thomas E. Frank, the office maintains strict quality
and confidentiality control to assure the quality of the information provided as well
as the privacy of the individuals about whom it is reporting.
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Reaching for Nationals
Cheerleaders scramble to fund trip to first competition
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Bringing a Rosie
view to campus

After years in New York, Tricia Clark is glad to be at PC.

by

Julianna Patsourakas ’02

News Staff

Cowl file photo

The cheerleading team shows off their skill at last year’s Late Night Madness.
by

Jamie Gisonde ’02

News Staff

Throw away all your notions of glitter
and pom-poms. The Providence College
Cheerleaders are all about running
sneakers and weights. The team not only
looks to encourage the basketball team
this season, but they aspire to compete
nationally for the very first time, as well.
This year’s unpresedented goals are
due to both promising new coaches and
the team’s able captains. “We have two
new coaches. They’re young and they
bring fresh new ideas to the team. The
vitality on the squad is awesome,” said
Co-captain Vanessa Ravenelle ’02, of
Head Coach Renee Beaulieu and
Assistant Coach Vanessa DeMarco.
Beaulieu returned the compliment by
saying, “[she] was amazed from the very
first day that [she] met the cheerleaders
just how much skill and perseverance
they have.”
Though recognized by the school as
a club sport, the girls maintain a
demanding practice and training
schedule. “Cheering at PC has always
entailed a very rigorous and structured
program. My old coaches, [who brought
high school teams to Nationals,] were
some of the best coaches in Rhode
Island,” stated Ravenelle. With practices
that can last up to three hours, four times
a week, and morning workouts to two
of those days the squad’s training
program is packed. “We get a lot of
respect from other girls’ sports teams at
the school, especially women’s
basketball, because we run and lift at the
same time as [those other teams]. They
know how hard we work,” she stated.
The squad, however, feels that not
everyone realizes how seriously they
take cheering. The girls hope that the
chance to compete might turn things
around. “Like every other athletic team
at PC, we put blood, sweat, and tears into
what we do. Competition would not just
be another opportunity to showcase our
talents, it would finally be a chance to
receive the recognition we deserve,” said
co-captain Alexis Spratt ’03.
Talk of competing at the Nationals in
Daytona Beach, Florida this January

arose when members of the Universal
Cheerleading Association (UCA) came
to choreograph the team’s routine for
Midnight Madness. According to
Ravenelle, the choreographers were
amazed that the squad was not already
competing, considering the girls’ skills
and dynamics. Being one of the few all
girls squads remaining in the Big East,
“the UCA instructors said if we
competed nationally, we could make the
Top Ten, which would be amazing,” said
Ravenelle.
Nationals consist of teams from
colleges and high schools around the
country competing in different divisions,
such as “small school,” “all-girls,” and
“co-ed.” In order to qualify for the event,
the squad plans on sending in a tape of a
routine to UCA judges. However, the
girls aren’t half as worried about
qualifying as they are about having the
funds to actually compete. “We don’t
know if we’ll have enough money to go,
so right now we’re focusing on Midnight
Madness,” stated Ravenelle. Competing
is an expensive endeavor, costing
approximately $250 per girl. The team
hopes to conquer that obstacle by
fundraising throughout the semester.
“Even though we hold four to five
fundraisers during the summer, we still
don’t have enough money to compete.
We are thinking of different ways to earn
it right now, [from] selling calendars [to]
holding a dinner-dance for past
cheerleading alum,” said Ravenelle. The
team is also sending out letters to local
businesses for donations.
Coach DeMarco cheered at PC for
four years and now calls it a “privilege”
to coach the team. “If there was one
thing that was ever missing [from the
program], it was competition. Hopefully
we can change that this year.”
The cheerleaders agreed. “If we do
get to compete nationally at a college
level, it would be a dream for all of us,”
said Ravenelle. Missy Mleczo ’03
agreed. “After cheering at PC for the past
two years, it’s exciting to know that we

Cheerleaders, page 6

Although Tricia Clark now lives on
the first floor of McVinney as the Hall
Director, her previous careers took her
on a very different path, including a job
in television in New York City.
The New Haven native’s career in
production stemmed from her life-long
love of television. “I love hockey, I'm
addicted to Buffy and Angel, and I’m a
big movie
buff,” said
Clark.
Among
Clark’s
favorite
movies are
Heavenly
Creatures, Cutting Edge, and Dirty
Dancing, which Clark calls “a good bad
movie I could watch all day long.”
Clark is confident that this passion
for movies and music will help her in
her new position because people are
always interested in the entertainment
industry and it allows people to open up
to one another. A Communications,
Radio, T.V. and Film major at Marist
College ’96, Clark believes that her
studies at college are nowessential in her
daily life because communications is
how people interact with each other.
Therefore, Clark is excited about
working with her staff. “I loverny staff,”
she stated. Even so, more than her
enthusiasm for her current job, it is her
past career experiences that have
sparked some interest within the college
community.
After landing a job at VH-1, she
worked in production for four years.
She then moved over to The Rosie
O 'Donnell Show, where she worked for
one year in the capacity of associate field
producer. In this position, Clark went
out on outside shoots with celebrities
and was able to see elements of
production that viewers do not have the
opportunity to see.
“People in television are unique
people,” said Clark, who noted that,
although many viewers may not realize
it, Rosie is a perfectionist and
completely in charge of every aspect of
her show. “Nothing goes on without her
clearing or approving it,” said Clark.
Because of her excellent work on The
Rosie O’Donnell Show, Clark was
awarded an Emmy in 2000 for her field
direction.
Although she learned a lot and
enjoyed her time in New York City,

FOCUS
on

Clark is excited about living in
Providence. “In New York, everyone
is busy and rushed. Here, it is more
laid-back,” said Clark.
In addition to her job as Hall
Director, Clark is pursuing a degree
in counseling. She hopes to have a
career in college programming in the
future.
In fact, during her time at Marist,
Clark was involved in both the resident
staff as both a resident assistant and a
hall director assistant. She was also
on a programming committee, which
is the equivalent of PC’s Board of
Programmers. “I loved Marist, they
were the best four years,” stated Clark,
who had advice for current students:
“I think to get the best experience
[at college] you need to experience

“People in televi
sion are unique
people, ” said
Clark, who noted
that, although many
viewers may not
realize it, Rosie is a
perfectionist and
completely in
charge of every
aspect of her show.
“Nothing goes on
without her clear
ing or approving
it,” said Clark.
everything but also remember that
education is the most important thing,”
she stated. Clark said that college
offers a wide range of activities and
opportunities and that students should
try to make the most out of their time.
While Clark has met numerous
celebrities and experienced life in the
big city, what she wants most this year
is “a healthy, happy, and safe year [for
everyone],” said Clark.
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Islam lecture gives perspective on
Can’t control
culture and WTC tragedy
your 3 a.m. Cowl

cravings?

- Continued from page 1 -

of “Islamic terrorism”. “This is
a contradictory phrase,” said
Sharif, “Islam means peace or
peace-loving. Peace-loving
terrorists? It’s a contradictory
statement.” Sharif went on to
explain that Islam forbids
violence without a just reason.
According to Islam, one may
only use violence if violence has
been used against oneself.
Both Sharif and Abbu-Naar
went on to emphasize how
Islam does not support
terrorism. Abbu-Naar said that
killing was a sin according to
Islam. When asked about a
“jihad”'or holy war, Sharif said,
“Killing others without a reason
is not a jihad.” The only

We need to start

rehabilitating society
and humanity. We
must end the circle of
violence.
- Mohammed Sharif

acceptable violence is in
retaliation to violence, Sharif
noted, and even then one is
suppose to forgive.
Sharif tried to suggest
possible methods to solve or
address the issue at hand
between the United States and
other countries. He referred to
America’s foreign policy, which
needs to be changed. “We are

JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03/The Cowl

Mohammed Sharif shares his feelings on the recent tragedy.

too concerned with material
well-being and economic
progress and technological
advancements. We need to start
rehabilitating society and
humanity. We must end the
circle of violence,” he stated.
Sharif also pointed out that
many countries do not have
democratic government for
people to express grievances
and that could be why they lash
out in such a destructive
fashion.
During the question and
answer period of the program
Dr. Joseph Cammarano,
Assistant Professor of Political

Science, questioned another
tension that may be present in
the Islamic world - that between
Islam and modernity. Sharif,
however, believed that this was
not an issue, saying, “No, there
may be tension between Islam
and Morality [referring to the
morality of the Western
World].”
. Morton was very pleased
with the turnout for a lecture on
Friday afternoon, and thanked
everyone, faculty, students, and
guests for coming and urged
everyone to continue their study
of the true principles of Islam.

Don’t worry. We
feel your pain.
Find us online
www.providence.edu/
thecowl
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Congress announces club fund allocations
for 2001-2002 academic year
by

Nicole McIntyre ’02

News Editor

While many students
participate in the activities run
by the numerous clubs on
campus, few think about where
the money for these projects
comes from. According to
Katie Cartier ’02, Student
Congress Treasurer, the process
is standard and formalized.
The funding available is
drawn from the Student Activity
fee which each student pays as
part of their tuition bill. At the
beginning of the school year, all
clubs and organizations
recognized by Student Congress
come to a Finance Committee
meeting with their annual
budget proposal. Along with
this proposal, clubs must be
prepared to explain their plans,
needs, and goals for the coming
year to the allocations
committee.
This year’s
committee was composed of
Maria McDermott ’02, Senior
Class Treasurer, Courtney
Lyons ’03, Junior Class
Treasurer, Meredith Strokes
’04,
Sophomore
Class
Treasurer, and Andrea Messmer
’02, Clubs and Organizations
Chairperson.
Another factor taken into
consideration by the committee
is the “activity status” of the
club. At the end of each year,
clubs are ranked into one of
three categories: active, on
probation, or inactive. To be

Allocations
BOP -$164,150
Commencement - $84,200
JRW - $34,500
Student Congress - $5,000
Sophomore Class - $2,000
Freshman Class - $1,000
A Cappella Club - $750
Accounting Association - $100
Asian American Club - $1,600
Amigos Unidos - $1,550
Best Buddies - $450
Biology Society - $450
BMSA - $5,200
BOSSA-$1,200
Chess Club - $25
Circle K - $100
Commuter Club - $200
Dance Company - $1,000
Dance Team - $1,800
College Democrats - $50
Environmental Club - $1,100
Education Club - $600
Figure Skating - $25
French Club - $25

Gaelic Society - $600
Health Care Club - $200
History Club - $600
Italian Club - $350
Law Society - $100
Martial Arts - $100
Middle Eastern Club - $425
Outdoors Club - $550
OSSW - $400
PC Pals - $2,700
Pep Band - $1,550
Portuguese Club - $850
PSO - $7,650
Racquetball - $2,450
Republicans - $400
RHA - $2,800
Rugby (Men’s) - $4,400
Rugby (Women’s) - $4,600
Sailing - $4,350
Ski Club - $100
SOAR-$1,250
Urban Action - $1,000
Volleyball - $2,500
Women Will - $650

Total: $347,650
considered an active club, an
organization must meet at least
five of the seven requirements
set forth by Student Congress.
These requirements include,

handing in monthly updates,
monthly financial reports,
holding one activity per
semester, and attending club
President’s meetings. Those

clubs deemed of “active status”
will receive the same or
increased funding, according to
Cartier. Those who have not
met enough of the requirements

and are on probation will lose
funding. Inactive clubs receive
none.
With almost fifty
organizations to fund, many
clubs do not receive the amount
of money they requested.
“There is no way to meet all the
demands,” Cartier stated. “We
try the best we can, but it’s just
impossible.”
Those clubs that have
concerns can return to Student
Congress and appeal the
process. According to Cartier,
there is a way to receive more
funding, but it involves taking
money from other clubs. This
year, five clubs have asked
about the appeal process, but
only one, the Martial Arts Club,
came to the meeting to debate
their funding, according to
Cartier. “Most people are
discouraged by the idea that
they have to take money from
other clubs,” stated Cartier. In
the end, the Martial Arts Club
decided to search for other
sources for funding, as they
were unable to bring to the
meeting representation from a
club willing to give up a portion
of their allocated funds.
Because of the great number
of clubs and the limited amount
of funding, Cartier suggests that
each club use part of their
allocated amount to fundraise.
“We want everyone to succeed,
but it’s difficult because there
is a limited amount of money.”
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A message from
Career Services
Imagine Mom and Dad
slapped thousands of dollars into your
bank account and told you to go pick
out the car of your dreams. (I know,
it’s a stretch). I’m not positive, how
ever I can be pretty certain that much
time, research, and educating would be
spent to ensure that you make the best
decision and drive away with the car that
makes you happiest. Now think about
this: Mom and Dad are sending PC
thousands of dollars a year to get you
prepared and educated for the “real
world.” Finding the major that best suits
you and exploring possible career paths
are key steps in this preparation.
Enter the Career Services Of
fice which is available to ALL students
of any major, minor, or lack thereof! It
is not only open to the juniors and se
niors who have had internships or have
created three page resumes. Led by
Kathleen Clarkin, the Career Planning
and Internship Service provides useful
and up to date resources for all fresh
men, sophomores and juniors who may
be struggling to make major/minor de
cisions or are not sure how to go about
exploring their career interests. The
Career Service for Seniors is designed
especially for the senior class. Directed
by John McGrath, the service provides
seniors with programs, workshops and
resources for all post graduation plans.
To assist Mrs. Clarkin with the
many students who want to make the
most informed decisions regarding their
current and future plans, seven student
Career Assistants have been selected.
This year from the Class of 2002 are:
Elizabeth Canavan (Economics/Math),
Stephanie DuBois (Political Science),
Mike Herr (Finance), Mel Maronn
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Congress
clean-up
-Continued from page 1surrounding our campus has prompted
some students to step back to see what
can be done. Members of Student
Congress have decided to step up and
take on this new concern directly by
trying to give something back to the
community.
In an activity termed “Congress
Clean-up,” members of Congress, and
other volunteers, decided to take an
active role by going out into the streets
bordering the campus and clean up the
neighborhoods. The major goal of this
project was not only to pick up the mess
that was created, but also, as Ryan
Delaney ’04, co-organizerof this project,
put it, “To show the surrounding

JOHN ENGLISHMEN '03/The Cowl

Career Assistants are on call.

(Marketing), and Lauren Tupper (Man
agement). From the class of 2003 are:
Jenny Clark-Horrigan (Marketing), and
Lindsay Nelson (Marketing).
We are trained to answer ques
tions, provide help with resources, and
work through the different computer pro
grams available in the office such as
eFriars and SIGI Plus. We also present
different workshops to students through
out the year on topics such as, “Getting
Started in Career Planning” and “Re
sume Writing and Interview Skills”. Our
main goal, is to help our peters tackle the
first steps in what can appear to be the
mind boggling process of self assess
ment and career research, which leads
to decision making.

So keep an eye out for the dif
ferent workshops and programs that
will be offered for your benefit by your
CA’s. And be sure to drop by Slavin
105 where we are located when you
have a minute and we will answer your
questions, show you around the office,
and demonstrate helpful computer pro
grams (eFriars and more!). Student
Career Assistants are available on:
Mondays, 11:30-2:30; Tuesdays, 2:303:30; Wednesdays, 2:00-3:00; & Fri
days, 11:30-1:30. We look forward to
seeing you soon!

Contributed by Lindsay Nelson ’03

Cheerleading
sets sights
high
-Continued from page 3can finally show off all our hard work.”
Coach Beaulieu also said, “They are
definitely a strong squad and I feel
confident that they will succeed at
competition. We look forward to the
challenge.” If all goes well, the squad
hopes to bring their passion for cheering
and their confidence in their coaches
down to Florida in the winter.

It was tedious, but it was
also a good experience
being able to actually help
out for a change.
-Dave Spunzo ’03
communities that we in fact do care.”
The group gathered last Sunday
morning at Stuart’s. Several Providence
College work crews eager to help out
with the cleanup joined them. Together,
they ventured out into the surrounding
streets, picking up broken beer bottles,
empty pizza containers, and any articles
of trash that they saw lining the streets.
It was “tedious,” stated Dave Spunzo
’03, “but it was also a good experience
being able to actually help out for a
change.”
Not only did “Congress Clean-up”
manage to make the clean up
surrounding streets, it also managed to
create a much-needed awareness,
according to Pete Maffeo ’03, co
organizer. Students at Providence
College know “we tend to make a mess
of the larger community” stated Maffeo,
“but ‘Congress Cleanup’ was a great first
step at showing the neighborhood we are
aware of that problem.” People seemed
to really appreciate the efforts of the
volunteers, according to Maffeo, as
neighbors and fellow community
members came out of their houses “to
thank us and to tell'te we were doing a
good job.” Members of Student
Congress are looking to plan future
“Congress Cleanups” with the help of
other clubs and organizations and also
to establish this activity as a monthly
order of business.
Anyone looking to help out or show
respect and consideration to neighbors
of the PC community, can look for
volunteer opportunities in the months
ahead.

October 4, 2001

The Cowl 7

NEWS
Life

Student

Do PC students live up to their gender stereotypes?
by

Felicia Grosso ’03

News Staff

“Circle circle, dot dot, now you have
the cootie shot.” Most people can read
that little rhyme and crack a smile as it
brings them back to their elementary
school days when interacting with the
opposite sex was considered as vile as
eating brussel sprouts.
Before you dismiss this bit of
nostalgia with a sentimental chuckle, and
chalk it up to the “immaturity of youth,”
you should ask yourself “Did this
immaturity end with elementary
school?” In second grade, girls
considered boys “gross” because they
could burp the alphabet and boys thought
girls were “sissies” because they played
with dolls. Now, twelve or thirteen years
later, boys maybe aren’t so gross
anymore, but men are considered
“horny” and “insensitive” and girls
aren’t so sissy anymore, but women in
general may be considered overly
emotional and irrational. Different
names, same situation.
The problem of the opposite sex has
mystified and frustrated men and
women, and will continue to mystify and
frustrate them until the end of time. But
is one gender really to blame? Who is
the immature one here?
According to Dr. John Hogan,
Director of Personal Counseling
Services here at PC, the differences
between males and females should be
gauged by maturity. He explains that
there is a significant amount of
psychological evidence, which supports
the claim that there are certain different
types of maturation among males and
females, however, these differences
aren’t “as noticeable by college.”
Hogan does, however, acknowledge
some social differences in males and
females upon entering college. Hogan
explains that college age males are “a

Men
are from Mars,

Women
are from PC?
are more concerned with talking about
problems and expressing emotion while
males are more likely to keep things in,”
he explained.
Another influence, according to
Hogan, affecting male and female
relationships is the type of culture
established at the school. “There is a
culture at each school and when you go
to the school you fall into the culture,”
he stated.
Some students have
expounded on this theory claiming that
the primarily single sex dorms restrict
male-female interaction.

little more reticent to leave the protection
of the group”, and therefore, “more
interested in hanging out with their
buddies, especially in the first two years
[of college].” In contrast, when women
first come to college, they are interested
in going out with the opposite sex.
Hogan explains that this is more the
result of males and females not being in
the same place at the same time, rather
than immaturity.
All that withstanding, there are still
some factual differences between the
way males and females think. “Females

Hogan also explained that some of the
cross-gender tension is due to the fact
that men and woman feel less
comfortable interacting these days. He
added that the college bar scene does not
help matters either. Hogan believes that
males and females skip the process of
friendship, a key role in a successful and
healthy romantic relationship, in favor
of hooking-up or one-night stands.
Though both genders are at fault in
cross-gender tension, when it comes to
activities such as “couch-burning,” the
finger still always seems to points
towards the guys. Hogan explains the
male tendency toward more daring,
physical activities through biological
differences.
“Men are stronger physically,” Hogan
said. “Sociologically, men are [taught]
to be [the] more instrumental persons of
our society.” Simply, “in American
culture, boys are more external and
physical,” he added.
The way males and females act is also
based on how they were raised. “Parents
socialize their kids to what is
acceptable,” Hogan said.
Students are still quick to point the
finger at the opposite sex. “Guys are
immature,” was the general sentiment.
“They want different things from girls
and girls have more expectations.
Other students however, are very
content with the PC atmosphere as far
as cross-gender relations are concerned.
“I think is really depends on the
individual,” said Joe Pollaci ’03. “Some
girls behave like 12 year olds and some
are just so awesome, you want to be
friends with them.”
Hogan best advice for reducing cross
gender tension here on campus is that
both males and females have to realize
that it takes work to meet people, that
people have to learn to be friends, first.

What’s the difference? Several theories on male-female relationships.
Some researchers suggest that social
environments have a large impact on the
way children (and, thus, adults) behave.
Here are a few theories proposed by Dr.
Janese Swanson, Ed.D. that might help
explain why we are the way we are:
- Until adolescence, boys and girls
have virtually the same physical
development. This suggests that practice
and opportunity likely cause difference
in their physical abilities.
- Studies have found that, on average,
boys are more aggressive than girls are.

• In the U.S., more girls than boys
loose self-esteem and confidence at the
beginning of early adolescence.
- Girls are more likely than boys to
play cooperatively. Conversely, boys
like to play games with rules and
competition. When boys and girls play
together, boys tend to dominate.
- Our history books give children very
little information about women. In fact,
women are mentioned less than one
percent of the time.
- One study analyzed the Brothers

Grimm collection. The study found that
80% of the negative characters were
either wicked-stepsisters or witches. The
female characters that are not evil are
good, but useless - Sleeping Beauty,
Cinderella, etc., al! who needed to be
rescued by the strong and handsome
prince.
- TV presents unrealistic roles based:
on race, gender, age, and physical beauty
which affect children’s’ values.
♦ Children learn “scripts” for social
behavior that last throughout their lives

from TV.
- There is a strong relationship
between television viewing at age 8 and
aggressive behavior at age 18.
- Character models in video games
socialize females to be dependent and
males to be dominant.

Compiled by John Englishmen '03
from www.girltech.com
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On-campus report:
Alcohol and how your school stacks up
by

Jay Higgins ’03

World Editor

New studies are shocking
campuses nationwide regard
ing drug use, namely alcohol
abuse.
According to a recent
Harvard School of Public
Health College Alcohol study,
two out of five college students
are binge drinkers. Fifty-one
percent of male students drink
five or more drinks in a row.
Colleges are now attempting to
get these numbers down, in
cluding Providence College. “I
believe these statistics. I have
seen alcohol abuse here and at
some of the other schools I
have visited,” Greg Cistull i ’03
stated.
These statistics may not be
a surprise to anyone, but the
effects of binge drinking are
shocking. Alcohol played a
role in two-thirds of all college
suicides. Ninety-five percent
of violence on campus has also
been attributed to alcohol.
Clearly stated, underage drink
ing is a major factor in nearly
all the leading causes of death
and injury for youth ages 5-25.
In September, The Cowl re
ported six transports to the hos
pital from the “Stag” due to al
cohol-related incidents.
New statistics regarding the
health effects of binge drink
ing have women more at risk
than men. Women absorb and
metabolize alcohol differently
than men. Because they have
less body water and achieve
higher concentrations of alco
hol in their blood, women are
more likely to develop liver
damage and are more vulner
able to alcohol-induced brain
or heart damage.
Frequent binge drinkers had
the most serious problems. For
example, frequent binge drink
ers were seven to sixteen times
more likely than non-binge

“Tell my Mom I’m at the library.” PC students enjoy drinks at a local bar.

Students spend about 5.5 billion dollars on
alcohol, mostly beer.
This is more than they will spend on books,
soda, coffee, juice and milk combined.
drinkers to miss class, get be
hind in their school work, en
gage in unplanned sexual activ
ity, get in trouble with campus
police, damage property, or be
hurt or injured.
Binge drinking is not only
hurting the college student
physically, but his or her wallet
is taking a hit as well. Each year,
college students spend about 5.5
billion dollars on alcohol,
mostly beer. This is more than
they will spend on books, soda,
coffee, juice and milk com
bined. The annual cost of alco
hol purchased by those under 21
is estimated at more than 58 bil
lion dollars. “My friend went to
the bars one night with a hun
dred dollars only to wake up the
next morning with empty pock
ets and a hangover,” reported
Ryan Delaney ’04.
Where does this excess of

friends think, consuming just
zero to four drinks a week.
“Social norming,” as it is
called, reduced binge drinking
by eleven percent in its first
two years, catching attention
from several other schools, in
cluding the University of Kan
sas.
Other solutions have in
cluded eliminating sponsor
ships of events by the alcohol
industry on campus. Alcohol
misuse has created mayhem on
colleges nationwide making a

majority or school administra
tors think twice.
One solution has a greater
enforcement on the minimum
drinking age law. Studies have
shown that the age 21 law is
often half-heartedly used at lo
cal bars and campus events.
“Fake ID’s are easy to get and
bars need underage drinkers to
keep in business-the student
wins both ways,” commented
Ben McNeil ’03.
At PC, Sara Stankiewicz,
who heads Student Congress’s
Alcohol Awareness committee,
is very aware of the need to re
duce the amount of binge drink
ing on campus. “Stuartstock” is
an event with live bands that
will kick off the “Friday Night
Promise,” an assurance that one
will drink responsibly. The
night will start on the date of
Midnight Madness, October 12.
“Alcohol Awareness message
isn’t to make everyone stop
drinking, rather, to drink
responsibly,’’claimed
Stankiewicz. Working with Step
One, PC’s peer education group,
members of the Alcohol Aware
ness organization will begin to
put signs around campus to re
mind students of the conse
quences of binge drinking.
Sources: edc.org, kcstar.com, '
stopcollegbingeing.com

drinking originate from? Com
pared to other students, college
students who were binge drink
ers in high school were almost
three times as likely to be binge
drinkers in college. Being
white, involved in athletics, or
a resident of a fraternity or so
rority made it more likely that a
student would be a binge
drinker. A student at Providence
College may encounter “initia
tions,” whether it may be a sport
or club, with alcohol playing a
major role.
The solution to a rise in
binge drinking is not an easy
one. The University of
Missouri-Columbia thinks that
they may be headed in the right
direction. It is called the “0-4
message,” with the administra
tion putting out t-shirts and ads
illustrating that their students do
not drink as much as their New binge drinking statistics have women more at risk than men.

U.S. search for bin Laden continues
by

Ellen Bisson ’04

World Staff

Yahoo

Taliban has indicated that they will not give up bin Laden unless
the U.S. gives them evidence of his involvement in the attacks.

As thousands of Afghans ral
lied in the Taliban home base of
Kandahar, shouting "Death to
America!" and "We are ready
for jihad!," NATO was being
presented with "compelling evi
dence" that Osama bin Laden
holds responsibility for the-at
tacks on the World Trade Cen
ter that took place September
11.
"It is clear that all roads lead
to al-Qaida and pinpoint Osama
bin Laden as having been in
volved in it," Lord Robertson,
NATO's Secretary-General said.
The evidence is a vital step in
gaining military support from
all countries that are members

of NATO, according to Article
5. The Article says that if the
terrorism in the United States
was directed from abroad, "an
attack on one member is an at
tack on all."
In Afghanistan, the Islamic
militia known as the Taliban
said Sunday that they know
where bin Laden is, and that he
is under their control. Previ
ously, they had claimed they
didn't know the Saudi
millionaire's location, but they
could deliver messages to him.
The people of Afghanistan
seem to be in support of the
Taliban, as the Afghan Islamic
Press, an Islamabad-based pri
vate news agency close to the
Taliban, said 10,000 marchers

burned American flags and im
ages of President Bush, shout
ing that Afghanistan would not
give up bin Laden. Taliban of
ficials have repeatedly said they
are not afraid of American mili
tary action, and the rally in
Kandahar, the southern city
where the Taliban was formed,
appeared meant to underscore
that defiant message.
Even though Article 5 is now
fully invoked, the United States
government has not made any
concrete military plans for ac
tion. It is reportedly still devel
oping its strategy, although
President Bush has been hesi
tant to publicly announce any
plans for U.S. retaliation.
Sources: cnn.com, yahoo
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America’s new war

Bioterrorism now a threat, says Ashcroft
by

Bill Schmidt ’03

World Staff

In the wake of the September 11 ter
rorist attacks on the World Trade Center
and the Pentagon, the reality that the
United States could fall victim to a bio
logical attack, in one form or another, is
greater than ever. Attorney General John
Ashcroft said there is a continuing ter
rorist threat against the United States. "It
is my belief that we remain in a situa
tion where there is a significant threat of
additional terrorist activity in the United
States. The threat of additional terrorist
activity may well escalate as the United
States responds to the acts of war perpe
trated against the United States and our
people."
There is an increasing amount of con
cern over the possibility of the terrorist
use of biological agents. Certainly the
threat of biological weapons being used
against U.S. military forces and civilians
is broader in various scenarios than at
any point in our history. It was reported
in January 1998 that Iraq had sent about
a dozen scientists involved in biological
warfare research to Libya to help that
country develop a biological warfare
complex disguised as a medical facility
in the Tripoli area. In a report issued in
November 1997, Secretary of Defense
William Cohen singled out Libya, Iraq,
Iran, and Syria as countries "aggressively
seeking" nuclear, biological, and chemi
cal weapons.
What exactly is the United States up
against when it comes to the threat of
biological warfare? Biological weapons
contain living bacterial or viral organ
isms, or the toxins produced by them.
The toxins are generally the most lethal

YAHOO

Los Angeles authorities evacuated the city's most popular subway line after passengers complained of dizziness and itching
eyes and throats, but found no signs of chemical or biological materials as America continues to be wary of attack.

and act the quickest, producing incapaci
tation or death; usually within hours.
Bacterial and viral pathogens require an
incubation period of 24 hours to six
weeks before the appearance of symp
toms. This often allows some of those
people who have been exposed to go for
days, possibly weeks before they even
realize they have been infected.
The United States Center for Disease
Control has outlined the six most likely
agents that could be used in an attack.
For example, Anthrax is a biological
agent. It causes fever, cough, and respi
ratory failure, usually resulting in death

within 36 hours. Botulinum toxin is an
other agent. It can be administered
through food or through the air. It causes
blurred vision and swelling of the throat
followed by muscle paralysis, respira
tory failure, and death. Exposure is treat
able if drugs are administered in time.
The pneumonic and bubonic plagues are
incredibly contagious diseases. Symp
toms include fever, cough, and heavy
breathing followed by respiratory fail
ure and death. It is a very hard disease
to fight and in most cases cannot be
stopped. Small pox is highly contagious
and kills 1 in 3 victims. It starts with fe
ver, headache and cough, then a rash of
blisters. There is no cure, only vaccine.
Tularemia, another biological agent,
causes fever, chills, headaches, and
weakness. It can be treated with antibi
otics if administered immediately. Viral
hemorrhagic fevers, such as Ebola, also
pose a threat. They begin with fever,
muscle aches, and diarrhea. These fevers
cause fluids to hemorrhage out of body
tissues and offices, killing almost all of
those effected. Treatment is limited to
antiviral drugs and is often not effective.
Weapons containing biological
agents are hundreds to thousands of
times more lethal than chemical weap
ons. A few pounds of biological agents
can be as devastating as thousands of
tons of chemical agents. However, most
biological agents must be inhaled or in
gested in order to be effective, making
them easier to defend against than
chemical agents. Most biological agents
degrade rapidly, but dry agents, such as
anthrax, are persistent and harder to pre
vent.
The question that stems from this
threat of biological warfare- is the United
States prepared in the case of a
large-scale biological attack on its own
soil? The answer depends on who you
ask. Tommy Thompson, Secretary of the
Department of Health and Human Ser
vices, says that Americans are safer then

they have been led to believe. "We've got
to make sure that people understand that
they're safe and that we're prepared to
take care of any contingency, any con
sequence tiiat develops from any kind
of bio-terrorism attack. I don't think the
American people should be scared into
believing that they have to have a gas
mask.” He went on to say that, "we have
eight sites around America and at each
one of our sites we have a package that
contains 50 tons of medical supplies —
vaccines, antibiotics, gas masks and ven
tilators.” Thompson says that the plan
works and that the federal response team
could effectively contain an outbreak and
prevent an epidemic. Christopher Shays
disagrees with Thompsons assessment of
the situation and fears that the United
States is far less prepared then is being
admitted. Shays believes that there is no
way to protect 100% against an attack.
"There are a hundred different ways
that you can imagine they can do it," he
says. "And the one thing you're pretty
certain of is they certainly won't have
the restraint, and if it's a dangerous ac
tivity and they might perish with it,
they're willing to perish with it." Secre
tary Thompson agrees that right now it
is too easy to attack the United States
and that the government should have
done more, sooner. He does say however,
that the US is adequately prepared and
if they ever do detect a biological attack,
they can quickly diagnose exactly what
it is. "We would advise on television, on
radio, exactly what to do. What treat
ments to do," he says. "That's why it's
so important, if there is anything suspi
cious, contact the local health depart
ment who contacts the state who con
tacts the CDC, and we'll have people
there within hours to take care of it; set
up an action plan and we will implement
it."

Sources: projo.com, cnn, usatoday.com

He looks human, he talks human, but he flies upward... now, he
might join us mortals after all, page 14
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Letters to Legit porn? Academia revealed
the Editor
by

James Kabala ’02

Commentary Staff

Our hands are
cleansed of slavery
Both James Kabala and Sasha Gillin,
in their September 27 articles, missed the
main point in the debate over reparations
for slavery. Money can never be
sufficient reparation for an evil like
slavery. Both Mr. Kabala and Ms. Gillin
forgot that, during the Civil War, slave
owners and abolitionists alike paid for
slavery with their own blood. But a
reparation is not just a compensation for
a loss; it is also an apology for an offense
or a sin. And while white Americans
alive today do indeed, as Ms. Gillin
claimed, continue to draw salaries from
businesses like Aetna, which profited
from slavery, they do not, themselves',
own slaves. Because they do not own
slaves and are not guilty of trafficking
in human flesh, they can never make a
sincere apology for slavery. To demand
apologies and reparations from a guilty
man to his victim is just and appropriate.
But to wrench money 150 years after the
Emancipation from one great-greatgrandson to give to another, skews
justice. Hundreds of thousands of men
died for slavery between 1861 and 1865.
Their blood, not our money, cleanses the
hands of this nation.
Martha Coville ’03

Fear not the
cowards
Since we must live in this world as
men and women, and not as the ostrich
who, when pursued, hides his head and
believes himself unseen, and because I
have been bombed both on land and on
sea, been shot, and shot back in defense
of our great country during World War
II and the Korean War, I firmly stand my
ground against the reprehensible act of
violence that occurred on Sept. 11,2001.
All readers of The Cowl should know
by this time from my many Letters to
the Editor that I am not afraid of people.
1 am definitely not afraid of Osama bin
Laden or any other terrorist group
throughout the world. I firmly believe
that Osama bin Laden and the terrorists
who planned these dastardly attacks on
America that killed innocent people are
all cowards.
They have their adherents to their
disgusting way of thinking do their
obnoxious dirty work, however, they
don’t have the guts to do it themselves. I
have no respect for cowards.
Let’s pray for the victims and their
killers, and hope that the Bush
Administration and other countries will
be successful in bringing these planners
of terrorism to justice. In conclusion, I
am going to continue to be a voracious
reader and listener, drink my morning
Dunkin Donuts coffee, eat breakfast at
Alumni Food Court, and smoke my
corncob pipe. I’m not giving up my
freedom to Osama bin Laden and the
terrorists. You shouldn’t either. Always
remember that since I am not afraid of
these terrorist thugs, you shouldn’t be
either. America will prevail in time.
Russell P. Demoe ’73
More letters on page 12

Over the summer, you may have heard of or seen various
articles and discussions about pornography courses offered at
various colleges. The most infamous of such courses is
Wesleyan University’s “Pornography: Writings of Prostitutes”
(the mysterious subtitle apparently refers to the literal Greek
meaning of the word). Its barely coherent course description
includes such statements as “our examination...considers the
inflections of the dominant white-heterosexual tradition by
alternative sexualities and genders, as well as by race, class,
age, and mental and physical competence” and “we also at
tempt to identify the factors...which align the pornographic
impulse with revolutionary and conservative political practices.”
It refers self-righteously to “so-called perverse practices such as
voyeurism” and others that are better unlisted in a family news
paper. The course’s reading material includes Hustler maga
zine. Best of all, the course concludes by making a porno
graphic work of one’s very own for a final project. All this at a
school where tuition, room, and board together top $30,000.
Wesleyan is not alone in this folly. Constance Penley, head
of the film studies department at the University of California
at Santa Barbara, declares that “pornographic film can be seen
as a completely normal and necessary part of a film studies
curriculum.” “Normal” is bad enough, but “necessary”? How
can it be necessary for an aspiring director or cinematogra
pher to know how to make a pom film? Perhaps Penley be
lieves that all filmmakers should have a pom flick or two to
their credit. Maybe she wants to help struggling young direc
tors make a few extra bucks. On a more serious note, though,
how can this be defended?
Into this breach steps Richard Burt, English professor at
UMass-Amherst, author of the book, Unspeakable
ShaXXXspeares: Queer Theory and American Kiddie Culture,
and more recently author of an article in the Providence Jour
nal entitled “Pom is Part of our Culture.” Burt’s thesis is that
we must study pornography because pornography is part of
our culture and we must study our culture in order to under
stand it. In addition, he says, “The conservatives who be
moan the study of pom are the same people who oppose the
study of film and popular culture in general. If they had their
way, students would be limited to reading from a ‘great books’
curriculum, .^written almost exclusively by white men, with a
few token women and blacks added to feign diversity.”
Now, there are few methods of bad argument more timehonored than that of hurling ad hominem, tangentially related
charges at your opponents without evidence, and few more
modem than adding accusations of racism to the mix. Let us
attempt, however, to respond with the intellectual seriousness
Burt believes he deserves. I, unlike his shadowy and unnamed
“conservatives,” believe that a motion picture can be a great
work of art. Perhaps a television show can even, on occasion,
rise to this level. However, great works of art, of whatever
medium, generally share a few things that pom films do not—
character development, philosophy of life, a meaningful plot,
a serious purpose, perhaps some non-groin related wit, hu-

YAHOO NEWS

And you thought your 9:30 prof was sketchy: UMass
Prof. Richard Burt poses with an unnamed porn star.

mor, or satire. Great works of art provoke the readers or view
ers, stimulate them intellectually, make them think, or per
haps just entertain them. Pom movies exist for one purpose
only—sexual stimulation.
Furthermore, Burt seems to be confused about what the
purpose of an education is. He seems to think that it is simply
to study the world, in all its glory or (more likely) filthiness,
so that we can “understand” it. Of course, the popular culture
Burt wants to understand is made up of many threads of vary
ing moral and intellectual levels—professional sports,
children’s television, music videos, comic books, mystery
novels, etc. Can it be that the purpose of education is simply
to “study” all these things without judging them, weighing
them, or wondering why they are important? No. The pur
pose of education is to learn, to seek the truth—veritas. We
seek to answer questions like, “What is the nature of God?”,
“What is the nature of man?”, “How does gravity work?”,
and “How does the Constitution work?”, not easily answered
questions like, “Why do people enjoy pornography?”
Even if we were to grant Burt’s premise, his high-minded
rhetoric has little to do with the likely reasons that students actu
ally take pornography-themed courses. Most such students do
so not because they want to understand the culture, but because
they want to watch (or make) pom. Indeed, research reveals
that Richard Burt himself has a website called “The Naughty
Professor,” on which he poses with pom stars and strippers. No
doubt they are having a deep discussion about culture.

A curriculum critique that doesn’t bash Civ:

Classical education’s potential
by

Stephanie Pietros ’04

Commentary Staff

The Development of Western
Civilization—whether you love it, hate
it, or love to hate it—is something that
all PC students must go through. One
of those unique aspects of a Providence
College education which is touted at
Information Sessions, Civ Jias put PC on
the map for something other than our
basketball team. It is also a huge and
sometimes controversial aspect of our
already hefty core curriculum. In spite
of the criticism, however, I would
venture to say that it is not Civ itself
which is problematic in our curriculum.
Perhaps other aspects of our curriculum
need to be re-evaluated, rather than
focusing all our critical energy on Civ
alone.
A common criticism of the Civ
program is that it glosses over some of
the nastier aspects of Western

Civilization. While this is
dependent upon each team, all
of my Civ professors thus far
have presented each topic in the
most objective way possible.
For example, when studying the
Medieval and Renaissance
papacies, my professors
discussed the various popes’
abuses of secular power and
disregard for Church law as
evidenced through such
practices as concubinage. My
Civ professors were factual and
unbiased in their presentation of
the history of the papacy,
covering far more than the
candy-coated overview I received in my
public high school world history class.
A criticism focused more on the
overall content of the Civ curriculum is
that it focuses only on the “great, white
men.” It seems to me almost as
rhetorical to denounce the entire Civ

If only he knew Zen...
William Blake’s Newton

curriculum in this manner as it would be
to expound on the arts patronage of the
papacy without any mention of their
various depraved behaviors. The study
of Western Civilization is largely the

Classical kumbaya, page 13
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A second bathroom was recently installed in Raymond
Cafeteria in order to accommodate its patrons.

Tangents and Tirades
What do war, cats, laziness and Buddy Cianci have in
common? Not much, but for this week they share the
dubious distinction of being mentioned in Tangents.
The oh-so-Reverend It turns out that Jesse Jackson was originally a bit too eager
to head on over to Afghanistan and reap his political harvest from such horrific
events. Agence France-Presse reports that the good Reverend first contacted the
Taliban, not vice-versa as he now claims. While the world remains utterly shocked
that Jackson could have lied (just ask his ex-mistress), it might be important to note
that he did so while walking on the graves of the dead. —Dave Holman ’03

Anti-war bigotry
Led by such usual suspects as Bishop Thomas Gumbleton,
Ramsey Clark and featuring (no kidding) a man who brought greetings from Mumia
Abu-Jamal, 7,000 anti-war protestors gathered in Washington on September 29 to
protest, in their words, “war and racism.” The implication is that any war against
Afghanistan is a racist war. (Sometimes, as in Abu-Jamal’s letter, it was more than
an implication.) Isn’t it the other side that has showed racism, however? I seem to
recall that President Bush has repeatedly condemned all outbreaks of prejudice
since the attack, while Osama bin Laden once called for indiscriminate killing of
all Americans and Jews. Perhaps it isn’t precisely racism to call for the killing of
Americans (presumably this includes Arab-Americans), but it is certainly bigotry.
This is just something for the protestors to keep in mind. —James Kabala ’02
“Fix” Felix Cats, kittens, and puppies make excellent companions for the off
campus college set, since they are usually small, furry, and great conversation start
ers. As fall arrives, however, the tiny critters you adopted over the summer are
going to need a special operation so that they won’t make more little Fidos. Some
people are reluctant to take their pets to the vet to be “fixed” since it seems cruel
and unusual to deprive an animal of its reproductive capacity. However, it is even
more cruel to allow these animals to breed dozens of young, while thousands more
pets are bom each year without good homes. Veterinarians can perform spay and
neuter operations quickly and safely without causing much discomfort to the ani
mal, saving the next generation of pets from abandonment, abuse, or euthanasia.
—Erin Simmeth ’03

In praise of a two-minute commute
“Commutes” aren’t usually enjoyable
things, but as the saying goes, “sometimes the destination is the trip itself’ (even if
that trip is only two minutes long). Half the fun of living off campus is that you get
to bring back the “Sweet Jesus let me not be late again or I am going to get five
detentions” mentality that we all miss from high school. Not only do I and my
clients (people I pick up) have an arranged carpool schedule (our uselessness has
actually motivated us to organize a way to avoid walking a few blocks) but we also
manage to be constantly running late enough to make every traffic decision (what
side street to park on, for example) a risk that could cost us those crucial moments
that allow for a five minute indulgence at Ray Cafe. So here’s to driving to class
from off-campus housing. If the adrenaline rush isn’t enough for you then at least
enjoy the nostalgia. —John McHugh ’03
Buddy’s fund hard to defend
It is time to once again expound on one of my
favorite topics, the Mayor of Providence, Vincent “Buddy” Cianci. We all know
that Buddy has remained his usual jovial self, apparently unembarrassed in the face
of corruption charges. Buddy’s most recent stint, however, is his newly developed
legal defense fund. Buddy has supposedly been quoted as having “no idea” how
the money is raised. While this isn’t surprising, considering his track record, you
would think that the man has some shame. A legal defense fund is the height of
absurdity for someone who seems so guilty it stinks. Of course, everybody has the
right to legal representation, and of course Buddy does too. But please don’t insult
people’s intelligence by continuing this apparent charade of innocence. Just stick
to marinara sauce and leave the politics to somebody else.
—Stephanie Pietros ’04

Ahhh, those neighborly weekends
It’s Saturday afternoon and my music is
pumping. Without fail, I receive a knock on my door from that one neighbor who is
always “sick” or “studying” on the weekends when I’m ready to get moving. I
almost feel bad for disturbing her until I walk into the bathroom. There she is,
dancing in front of the mirror with a blow dryer and her make-up bag. I say noth
ing, but reply only by turning up my volume once back in my room. The process
repeats itself over and over again across campus; is there no sense of neighborli
ness? Sadly, common courtesies like cleaning your hair out of the sink or removing
your garbage from the hall are but distant myths from the self-absorbed world of
college students. —Tylea Richard ’04
Sex in the City
Salon magazine recently ran an article about how some New
Yorkers are coping with their grief over the attacks, and it seems many have found
a brand new type of sexual healing. The article explains that many people are
feeling a need to be close to someone and so are getting in touch with ex-boy
friends, ex-girlfriends, flings, and total strangers to fulfill that desire, terming the
impulse “terror sex.” In fact, the LA. Times reports that some scientists are expect
ing a baby boom in nine months. I wonder what Carrie Bradshaw would think of
that. —Sasha Gillin ’04

The annual debate has hit PC:
should the Stag return next year? Ev
ery year, BOP strives to address past
problems with changes that please the
students and administration alike.
What’s different this year isn’t just new
problems; in fact, what’s different this
year is that the problem which is never
different might have finally built up
enough steam to knock the Stag down
for good. That problem, of course, is
drinking.
There’s a general denial about the
degree to which drinking is a serious
campus problem. By that, 1 don’t mean
to say that PC doesn’t take student
drinking seriously, but rather, that it
does not fully understand how incred
ibly (and almost uniquely) pervasive
drinking is in the lives of many or even
most PC students. Many are quick to
point out that “almost every college
student drinks” and that “it’s just as bad
everywhere else.” I bet substantially
fewer would drink as often if they sim
ply knew enough to take advantage of
the other opportunities available to
them. It’s just as bad everywhere else?
I’ve visited and spent a significant
amount of time at more than a few
other college campuses over the past
four years, and friends who visit PC
concur: rare is the campus that rivals
PC’s consumption of alcohol.
What disturbs me isn’t the amount
of drinking that goes on or the number
of people who do it; what disturbs me
is the urgency with which so many
people approach drinking night. “I’ve
gotta go out and get wasted tonight.”
Do you? Isn’t there anything else?
There are other things, of course,
but they’re not as easy to find as they
may be on other campuses. We are in
the unlucky—or lucky, I suppose, de
pending on your view—position of
being a campus flanked on all sides by
bars, liquor stores, a bad neighborhood,
and a good neighborhood with which
we’re perpetually at odds. Drive a loop
around the area immediately surround
ing our campus and what you’ll find is
an abundance of places to drink or buy
drinks, a few places that sell food just
good enough to sponge up the booze,
and a drugstore to buy your hangover
relief. Nevertheless, there are plenty
of opportunities to get involved, or to
simply have fun, through campus or
ganizations. BOP and other organiza
tions put on plenty of great campus
activities and off-campus events every
week. Try one out; you may enjoy one
so much that you consider joining that
group.
Despite our best efforts to rework
the event, this year may well have been
the Stag’s last. I understand the
administration’s concern: how long
will it be before one of the handful of
students we transport to the hospital
doesn’t come back? But what happens
annually at the Stag is a symptom, not
the cause. If PC really wants to get
serious about the problem of campus
drinking, it should look far beyond the
Stag.
Many great events are cancelled or
left unbooked every year. Why? Be
cause so many events are poorly at
tended because it’s “a drinking night.”
Every night. I don’t think there’s any
thing wrong with having a good time,
and I don’t think there’s anything
wrong with moderate drinking. But
perhaps we should all take a step back
and look at how “good time” so often
MEANS “drinking” here at PC before
we lose another good event, or worse.
Marshall Votta ’02
The author is a member of the Board
of Programmers.
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Commentary Editor

The tall white tents stand proudly
on the Rhode Island State House
lawn, under the shadow of the sec
ond-largest majestic marble dome in
the entire world. For all appear
ances, the tents could be part of a
sunny end-of-summer festival or a
circus. One PC student thought they
were left over from the Gravity
Games. To those who understand
their symbolism, however, the tents
seem as bleak and forbidding as the
cold points of a submerged iceberg
ready to rip open the vulnerable un
derbelly of the ship of state.
The Rhode Island Coalition for
the Homeless set up the tents on the
State House lawn over a month ago,
when R.I. homeless shelters reached
their maximum capacity. Intended
to highlight the growing housing
emergency in the state and protest
the state government’s reluctance to
aid the homeless, the tents have re
Co<vl File Photo
cently been used actually to house
homeless Providence residents Tents were pitched on the Rhode Island State House lawn last year
protesting the lack of the state’s affordable housing
turned out from the overflowing
shelters.
of low-cost rental units in the state hardly matches the
As in other American cities, Providence’s need, with about two units available for every eight
homelessness does not receive a lot of public attention low-income renters. The result is a growing number
because there are few homeless people living on the of people reliant on state-subsidized housing vouch
streets. However, the fact that most of R.I.’s homeless ers, for which there is currently a five-year wait.
manage to find some form of shelter does not mean
R.I.’s emergency shelters have a total of about 560
there is no problem. In fact, this “out of sight, out of beds, all of which are currently full. The Traveler’s
mind” mentality worsens the situation because there is Aid in downtown Providence is resorting to letting
little public outcry for the government to move quickly homeless children sleep on couches in their lobby. And
to help its least fortunate citizens. The numbers, how yet, the belief persists that people should be able to
ever, are impossible to ignore: last year, at least 4,500 help themselves out of poverty somehow, or that the
people went through the R.I. shelter system, of which prosperity of the past few years ought to alleviate
more than 1,300 were children.
homelessness in the cities. The truth is that the market
The main cause of homelessness in R.I. is a lack of does not create new low-cost housing.
In reality, as the middle and upper classes become
affordable housing. In order to make the average rent
for a two-bedroom apartment, or $638 per month, a more prosperous, the cost of living rises, especially in
person must earn at least $12.28 per hour, or nearly rents, while the minimum wage creeps up by pennies.
twice the minimum wage. In other words, a person To make matters worse, without government incentive,
making minimum wage would have to work 87 hours developers will prefer to build new, expensive hous
per week to afford the average rent. For many single ing that draws a high profit margin. Meanwhile the
mothers, working two jobs is not an option without
Homelessness, page 14
expensive childcare. At the same time, the availability

study of the white men who shaped the patriarchal
society which existed, and still exists to a certain extent,
in the Western world. To not study Homer, Plato,
Hobbes and Locke in the name of the “great, white
men” debate, though, is both foolish and ignorant. That
would deny the influence of the Western tradition,
which is dominated by such “great, white men,” on
our own government and culture. For example, not
studying English Colonialism would hinder our ability
to later understand the roots of the slavery debate and
prejudice towards African Americans which would, and
to a degree still does, tear our country apart. How can
we claim to be educated if we have not been thoroughly
versed in the Western tradition?
This is not to say that the Western Christian tradition
is the only influence on our society and our culture
and therefore the only tradition we should study. This
is far from the truth. It is nowhere more evident than
in the large American cities that it is not merely those
of European descent who have added their own
ingredients to that great cultural melting pot. PC’s Civ
program in no way attempts to deny the influence and
the importance of non-Westem thought. Perhaps, then,
it is time to move our criticism beyond Civ and towards
other aspects of our core curriculum.
For example, why do we have a six-credit theology
requirement when this is already a huge component of
the Civ program? Granted, a theology requirement in
itself might not be bad, but upon perusal of the College
Bulletin one would be hard-pressed to find a course which
is not about either Church teaching or Christian Scripture.
Indeed, the only course that is not Christian or Catholic
in nature is a solitary course in Basic Judaism, which has
not been offered in at least two years. Like many students
at PC, I was raised Catholic. I would relish the
opportunity to study a religion which is not my own.
Courses in other major world religions such as Islam and
Judaism would provide options and expand the base of
knowledge the Civ curriculum aims to impart.
The Civ program itself is not what is truly problematic
in our curriculum. Naturally, it is not perfect, and there
are ways in which it could be improved to provide a
broader perspective. Including only two or three lectures
on Islam in the context of the Crusades is far too
condensed. Considering how much time is spent on the
development of Christian thought, a little more time on
Islam would be helpful. Above and beyond this, however,
it would be more advantageous to focus our critical
energies on other aspects of our curriculum and be
mindful of the importance of studying the development
of Western thought.

■ Terror’s Aftermath

New security’s shadows over privacy
by

Tylea Richard ’04

Commentary Staff

Rhode Island, dear to all of our
hearts, was in many ways a pioneer dur
ing America’^ infancy. It was the first
state to create an indoor mall, enact a
law against slavery, and is even home
to Mr. Potato Head, the first toy adver
tised on TV. However, Rhode Island
was the last state to ratify the Constitu
tion. It took a personal visit from
George Washington himself to twist the
arms of Rhode Island’s prominent lead
ers of the day and a guarantee that their
state’s rights would be maintained. For
many years after, the automatic suspi
cion and mistrust of federal power over
state-run organizations continued with
out abatement.
The Thirteenth State, given that fond
but mildly antagonizing moniker, still
operates as a memory of its indepen
dent-minded leaders following the
American Revolution. Since then,
Rhode Island has at times found it nec
essary to flex its muscles so that the
smallest state would not be forgotten or
underestimated. When Boston revolu
tionaries dumped tea into the harbor,
Rhodies dumped tea and burned a large
portion of Newport. So it should not be
surprising to hear on national news cov
erage that Rhode Island was the only
state to resist (but eventually accept)
federal assistance for its T.F. Green Air
port.
In the wake of the terrorist attacks
that played on the vulnerabilities of our
current system, Rhode Island is once
again asserting state’s rights and avoid
ing a federally operated, massive secu
rity overhaul. The decision is ultimately

YAHOO NEWS

R.I. National Guard Staff Sgts, keep watch at the T.F. Green Airport delivery gate.
in the hands of the government, although
the resistance is typical of this feisty
little state.
What must be considered is whether
this decision will help or hurt the people
of Rhode Island in resuming travel. On
a national level, this objective has cer
tainly risen to the top of government
priorities, evidenced by the creation of
Homeland Defense; a department solely
dedicated to the protection of U.S. soil.
Soldiers in camouflage, wearing shiny
black boots, and carrying rifles were dis
patched to airports all over the country
in hopes that travelers would feel more
secure, although they are also enor
mously intimidating. The National

Guard occupying local airports is a con
stant reminder of imminent danger lurk
ing around every corner.
Air marshals, police of the sky, have
also been placed on the majority of com
mercial Eights. Curbside check-in,
highly criticized after Sept. 11, was re
instated at particular airports over the
weekend, although with increased secu
rity measures. Government officials are
also inspecting the possibility of bullet
proof cabins and armed pilots. Most dis
turbingly, private agencies have offered
to install face-scanning devices in ev
ery major airport. One still picture of
the human eye would search an interna
tional database of suspected terrorists or

hunted criminals, allowing officials to
pinpoint their locations and preventing
them from boarding aircrafts.
Still to come is federal regulation of
baggage checkpoints. Previously, the
airlines had been in charge of their own
security measures. Of course, in a capi
talist society, that translates to “the
cheapest bidder wins.” Airline workers
are often paid minimum wage for jobs
that were not routinely inspected.
Shortly after the attack, however, the
feds seized control of all major airports,
assigning National Guard supervision.
Rhode Island’s inclination to customize
its responses specifically to T.F. Green
was not so surprising in the context of
its history.
Air travel will never be the same for
those who watched four commercial air
planes fall at the hands of calculated ter
rorist plots. The word on everybody’s
mouth these days is security. Will
people ever feel safe again?
Will you ever feel safe again?
A smiling airline stewardess with
perfect hair and white teeth greets you
at the door of your flight home for
Christmas break. Taking your seat, you
locate the emergency exits, try to spot
any suspicious characters, and fasten
your seat belt. Everyone on the plane is
amazingly attentive during the safety
demonstration. The breathing appara
tus that falls from the panel above your
head and the seat cushion that turns into
a flotation device are both only an arm’s
length away. The flight attendant hopes
you enjoy the flight. Several rows ahead
sits a stem and observant air marshal.
You grip the seat until your knuckles
turn white, breath deeply, and the plane
gently lifts off the ground...
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“Gays caused the terrorism”

Falwell’s insulting misinformation
by Sasha

Gillin ’04

Commentary Staff

Jerry Falwell needs a mirror. The
television evangelist has again managed
to grace America with another extremely
prejudiced and bigoted comment,
continuing his astonishing record of
idiotic and misinformed public
statements. In a time where almost
every political leader and public figure
has been urging the country to unify,
Falwell and his equally dogmatic
sidekick, Pat Robertson, decided instead
to single out blame for the crisis, which
seemed to be on everyone but
themselves.
During an interview on the Christian
Broadcasting Network’s “700 Club,”
hosted by Robertson, Falwell began by
saying that, “God continues to lift the
curtain and allow the enemies of
America to give us probably what we
deserve.” He went on to say, “The
ACLU’s got to take a lot of blame for
this...throwing God out successfully
with the help of the federal court system,
throwing God out of the public square,
out of the schools. The abortionists have
got to bear some burden for this because
God will not be mocked...I really believe
that the pagans, and the abortionists, and
the feminists, and the gays and the
lesbians who are actively trying to make
that an alternative lifestyle, the ACLU,
People For the American Way—all of
them who have tried to secularize
America—I point the finger in their face
and say ‘you helped this happen.’”
Actually, it is people like Jerry
Falwell who helped this to happen.
Though he has apologized and while his

Bible-thumping and vindictive
convictions might be appealing to other
closed-minded individuals, most
educated people realize that Falwell’s
accused have about as much to do with
the terrorist attacks on the U.S. as any
one of us. In addition, Falwell points to
so many different groups that a majority
of Americans likely fall into one or
more. Further, anyone who has any
knowledge of Islam, Christianity, or
Judaism, know that the roots of all those
religions stress acceptance, tolerance,
and peacefulness; not cruelty, prejudice,
and violence. Falwell has proven
himself to be just about as Christian as
the terrorists were Muslim. Most people
realize that it is religious extremists that
create this frightening society of hatred
and intolerance, yet for some reason, we
listen to them. Some of them even have
a TV show to express their delusional
ideas.
Falwell, the founder of the Moral
Majority, has been preaching as a
member of the radical Religious Right
for over 25 years. Although he has lost
some of his following in recent years,
he has remained a well-known
personality and spokesperson for
various extremist Christian groups. He
has an infamous history of making
comments that are stupid at best and
being cast into the political spotlight for
various scandals he has been involved
in that more than once landed him in a
courtroom.
This is the man who, in Feb. 1999,
became an object of national ridicule for
his “parents alert” in his newspaper, the
Liberty Journal, for warning parents that
he had reason to believe Tinky-Winky,

the purple alien-like thing
on PBS’ popular children’s
show Teletubbies, was gay.
His whole argument
revolved around the fact
that Tinky-Winky carried
a red purse (which actually
turned out to be his magic
bag, a spokesperson from
Itsy Bitsy Entertainment
Co., which licenses the
show, told reporters).
Other facts proving TinkyWinky’s obvious homo
sexuality, Falwell stated,
were that he is purple, the
gay pride color (which
actually happens to be
light pink) and that he has
a triangle on his head, the
gay pride symbol. The
fact that this man would
come to the conclusion
that a Teletubby has
homosexual tendencies, or
any sexual tendencies for
that matter, are just
ludicrous, and very
amusing. I wonder if he
thinks Barney, the fat
singing and dancing
dinosaur who also happens
to be purple, is gay too.
Falwell has proven
again and again to be
So Tinky-Winky’s gay? Jerry Falwell accused this
misinformed, prejudiced, children’s show character of being homosexual in 1998.
and bigoted. He constantly
provides Jon Stewart and the Daily amazingly being able to outdo his own
Show new material. His remarks in the past stupidity. His comment on the
public media in the past have been attacks weren’t just insulting to the
embarrassing and just plain stupid, but people attacked, but to a free nation as
recently he truly surprised me for a whole.

Here’s hoping for a crash to humanity Homelessness
by John

McHugh ’03

Commentary Staff

From the moment Michael Jordan
officially announced his return to the
NBA, the sports world has been spilt into
two radically opposed factions. There
are those who are pro-comeback and
those who are anti-comeback. There are
no moderates. Sides have been chosen
and guarantees have been made. Either
Michael is going to save the world or he
is going to forever taint and disgrace his
illustrious career (five regular season
MVP’s, 10 scoring titles, and the list goes
on...) because of two mediocre seasons.
Neither extreme seems to provide a
completely satisfying or realistic predic
tion, but either way, I applaud Jordan’s
return and I do so with a hint of (maybe
slightly exaggerated) gratitude.
For one thing, it will be interesting,
to say the least, to watch the man who is
arguably the greatest basketball player
in the history of the NBA return to the
court. No matter how he plays or how
the Wizards perform, the sheer spectacle
that will characterize the upcoming bas
ketball season will at least bring some
entertainment value back to a profes
sional sport that has been slowly losing
its popularity over the course of the last
few years.
On the other hand, those who are
“anti-comeback” wonder whether or not
there will be any honor in Jordan’s re
turn if it turns out to be nothing more
than a distracting media spectacle and
an embarrassing display of bad basket
ball. Many sportswriters and profes
sional athletes consider the possibility of
a mediocre Michael Jordan to be an al
together disheartening reason why his
return is a foolish decision. They say,
and arguably so, that it will be literally
painful to watch the father of modernday basketball being beaten by those
who are mere products of his genius.
But it is the fact that Jordan probably
won’t be the best player in basketball
again that brings nobility to his return.
When asked about the motivation behind
his decision, he simply replied, “I am re

turning as a player to the
game I love.” The man just
wants to play basketball.
He certainly does not need
the money. (He signed for
“only” two million dollars
over the course of two sea
sons, one of which will be
donated to victims of the
Sept. 11 tragedy).
Jordan is not stupid ei
ther. He knows that age has
slowed his steps a bit and
that there will be times
when younger players will
beat him and maybe even
embarrass him. What
many fail to realize, how
ever, is that this is what
makes Jordan (dare 1 say it)
a realistic role model. The
2001-2002 basketball sea
son will prove that Michael
Jordan is a human being.
By deciding to face the
prospect of defeat, he has
YAHOO NEWS
stripped himself of the
mythical hero status that he Gliding to more greatness? Jordan roars to victory
at the 1987 NBA Slamdunk Contest.
once held. He is no longer
Hercules or Paul Bunyan or some other everyone can play and that playing has
bizarre symbol intended to display a cul value in itself, apart from the outcome.
tural ideal that has always been attached
If and when Jordan loses, he will es
to those with physical prowess and cha tablish himself in our minds as a real
risma. He is simply a man who is pas person, not just some immortal corpo
sionate about what he does, so much so rate symbol. He knows this. He knows
that he is willing to suffer embarrassment that when the clock runs out, he will not
and defeat at the hands of 19-and 20-year retain his former throne atop the pillar
old children, just for the opportunity to of guaranteed victory and dominance.
He knows that hundreds of sports writ
do his job again.
I hope that kids will be able to see Jor ers will be sitting in front of their com
dan lose as well as win, certainly not be puters, rubbing their collective hands
cause I wish any ill upon him, but because together, just waiting to write the “I-toldit will provide an example of the balance you-so article” when he plays his first
between the product of hard work (Jor bad game or when Kobe Bryant throws
dan broke his ribs last summer and still one down in his face.
Yet he still just wants to play, and no
managed to get himself back into shape)
and the undeniable truth of reality. Re matter what anyone says, play he shall.
gardless of how often and how badly he It is not going to be pretty at times, but I
loses, he will still play. How can it be guess that’s the whole point. So thank
anything but positive for kids to see the you, Michael Jordan, not only for giv
man who once'ruled the world settling for ing us something to watch, but for prov
the enjoyment of simply playing? This ing that there really are athletes out there
brings concrete reality to the notion that who just love to play their sports.

-Continued from page 13older low-end buildings deteriorate un
til they must be condemned, reducing
the number of low-rent apartments
available. The result is a “housing
crunch” that worsens each year.
This means that people who can af
ford the cheapest rents will move into
any neighborhood they can afford, even
if that means being neighbor to disrup
tive college students who party all
night. Although this may come as a
shock to some PC students, there are
many people in this city who can’t just
get up and move if their neighbors are
annoying.
There are solutions, of course, al
though they are not necessarily high on
the state government’s “to do” list. The
most immediate need is for more sup
portive housing, which would provide
shelter and lifestyle assistance for
homeless who may need help finding
employment, gaining federal assis
tance, or dealing with addictions or do
mestic violence. Then there must be a
resurgence in state and federal fund
ing for low-cost housing subsidies,
which provide an incentive for non
profit community development
projects.
The fact that thousands of Rhode Is
landers are still without a permanent
residence disproves the popular notion
that years of general prosperity will lift
even the poorest urban citizens out of
poverty. The bleak reality is that single
women and their children are becom
ing a greater percentage of people with
out shelters, driven out by rising rents
and domestic violence. The market
will not help these people, and so it is
time for the public and their lawmak
ers to become aware of Providence’s
invisible homeless population and take
real action.

You’ll know it, you’ll
love it, you’ll want some
more of it...coming soon:
www.thecowl.com
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MODEL

Behavior
Ben Stiller’s clueless
creation, Derek Zoolander,
finally mugs for the movie
camera and makes
Dave Quinn ’04
laugh until he’s
weak in the knees.

Based on a skit created for the 1996 VH1 /Vogue Fashion Awards, Zoolander
is one detailed joke about the male modeling industry and all the vanity and
ridiculousness that go along with it. In true Austin Powers style, Ben Stiller
creates a role and runs with it, proving to be very predictable, very stupid, and
very funny.
Derek Zoolander (Ben Stiller) is the king of the male modeling world. The
winner of three straight Model of the Year awards, Derek is in position to
claim his fourth, until he is dethroned by newcomer Hansel (Owen Wilson),
whose originality and flexibility outmatch Derek’s trademark “blue steel” stare.
As if that isn’t enough, that
same week, Time magazine
publishes a derogatory article
about him. Written by
Directed by Ben Stiller
Matilda Jeffries (Christine
Providence Place
Taylor), the article deems
Derek an idiot, and he soon
becomes the laughing stock of the modeling industry. But Derek’s luck is about
to change. In steps Derek’s agent, Maury Ballstein (Jerry Stiller), and fashion
mogul Mugatu (Will Ferrell), with a deal to put Derek back on top. As the
head model Mugatu’s new “Derelicte” collection, Derek is merely a pawn in
Mugatu’s major scheme, which involves the assassination of the latest Prime
Minister of Malysia. His election threatens to rid child labor laws, an act that
will wreck Mugatu’s empire. Derek is chosen as the next male model to be
brainwashed to commit the murder, and subsequently, save the fashion industry
millions of dollars.
Why male models you ask? Apparently, male models have "been behind all
major political assassinations for the past 200 years. They’re “beautiful, selfabsorbed, empty vessels,” shallow, vacuous morons who will do anything you
tell them to. Derek fits this classification perfectly. Apparently, Fabio was
considered “too smart.”
It's that idea that sets the tone and humor for the film. Directed, co-written,
and conceived by Ben Stiller, Zoolander does a fantastic job at choosing a
world and sticking with it. Stiller and co-writers Drake Sather and John
Hamburg have a good ear for the absurdities of the fashion world. Though
basically an extended skit, they never run out of ammunition. At one point,
we see a commercial in which Zoolander, dressed as a merman, announces,
"Moisture is the essence of wetness,” and later, we see male models competing
in “walk offs” and break dance fighting. The movie also proves to be a social
satire on a popular culture that has elevated models to nearly god-like status.
In the world of Zoolander, models are loved because they’re beautiful and
they make us ugly people realize what being attractive is. This implied
insecurity is something present throughout our society, and in many senses,
Zoolander is poking fun at all of us. The public even embraces Zoolander’s
“Center for Kids Who Can’t Read Good.”
However, what really makes the film is the wonderful cast. Stiller, funny
as ever, carries the movie through, proving to be more dimwitted then we ever
imagined. For one of the first times, Owen Wilson also does a superb job at
showing us his comedic side (though, I admit I did laugh at his performance in
The Haunting'). Their complementary performances hold the picture together,

Zoolander

Zoolander, page 21
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Stroke of Genius
by Mark M. Balas ’03
A&E Editor

Don’t Say
a Word

The future of rock has been
delayed. The domestic release of The
Strokes’ major-label debut, Is This It
has been pushed back to October 9th
due to controversial cover art and a
song called “New York City Cops.”
Don’t let major-label censorship get

by Erin Keller ’02
A&E Staff

The Strokes
Is This It
RCA

you down, though. The album can be
purchased in its original format for
about eighteen bucks online. Rest
assured, the week and a half shipping
wait and five extra bucks is well worth
it.
If you’ve missed the justbeginning hype, The Strokes are a
group of five thrift strore-clad earlytwenty-somethings from New York
City, formed in 1998, who claimed the
New York underground rock scene as
their own, released two EPs, were the
subject of a major-label bidding war
(won by RCA), and conquered
England like the Normans in 1066.
Why pick The Strokes to head a
rock revolution that would make indie
mainstream and make mainstream rap
rock and nu-metal look foolish? The
Strokes seem to be the obvious choice,
because on Is This It, they make the
best of their standard indie-punk
influences and create a sound that is
infused with enough accessibility and
energy to power a movement. And like
every great rock album, the whole
thing is about girls.
The first three tracks of Is This It
ease the listener into The Strokes’
influences. “Is This It,” “The Modern
Age,” and “Barely Legal,” sound like
the fuzzy, basement recordings of
Pavement, incorporating that seminal
band’s loose drumming, recorded-ina-can vocals and abrupt song endings.
Singer Julian Casablancas even
sounds like Stephen Malkmus when
chanting the song’s lyrics about life,
one-night stands, and numbness.
Pavement is again channeled for “The
Modern Age,” another song with
novocain-mouthed vocals about lust
and numbness, with off-beat guitar
strumming and straight drumming that
makes the listener want to pogo in
double time. “Soma” follows in the
same vein of the album’s introduction,
enveloping the listener in indie-rock
instrumental trappings, but, unlike a
lot of indie, doesn’t “poeticize” its
lyrics, and remains accessible through
honesty.
Is This It really takes off after
making the listener comfortable, and
dives into a punk-indie hybrid with
“Barely Legal,” a bright tune about
what else? Girls. This time it’s about
a girl who drives a slacker boy insane
to a brit-pop guitar line and high-hat
cymbal percussion. With lyrics like
“alone we stand/together we fall
apart...” it’s obvious that the album’s
next song, “Someday,” carries the
theme of the album, but rocks like no
song before it. Bright, rhythmic guitar
creates the foundation the song,
working almost as percussion, driving
“Someday” forward, and making it
impossible to keep out of your head.
The charm of the bargain basement
recording style comes through in
“Somedayj’sJ” vocals,
where
Casablancas’s muted vocals add to the
purity of the song’s sound.
Is This It only stumbles during the
boring “Alone Together,” which
would’ve been better relegated to a bside, and not interrupting the natural

Short
Take

RCA

One little, two little, five little indie kids...'.
ABOVE: The Strokes in their native New York.
BELOW: The original (and UK) artwork for 7s This It, and the artwork
changed for domestic release.

flow between “Someday,” and “Last
Nite,” the next reggae-era Clashinfluenced song on the album. The
dopey,
euphoric, and loose
instrumentals
are
grandly
complimented by Casablancas’s punk
ballad vocals, making the song
impossible not to dance to.
The emotional release of “Last
Nite” is followed by “Hard to
Explain,” a poppy, drum machine
driven track, that fulfills the indie
album requirement of a song that
abruptly stops then starts back up
again. But in The Strokes’ case, it
doesn’t sound pretentious, just fun.
On the UK edition of Is This It, the
song “New York City Cops” follows,
which contains the lyric, “...New York
City cops/ they ain’t too smart,” and
for that reason, after the September 11
tragedies, was cut off the domestic
release. Is This It would not be
complete without this song, which is
the best song on the album, with the
best sung lyrics, perfect around-thebeat punk instrumentals, hammered
drums, and a melody so inspired by
Iggy Pop that he should sue. The
Strokes’ back-to-basics aesthetic is
perfectly encapsulated in “NYC
Cops,” which sounds like chaos gone
pop. Not to have “NYC Cops” on Is
This It is not to have “Smells Like
Teen Spirit” on Nevermind. It’s a hole
that can’t be filled.
The album winds up with “Trying
Your Luck,” a song in the vein of
“Hard to Explain,” and a pop-punk
song with pseudo-hardcore vocals,
“Take it or Leave It.”
In “Last Nite,” Casablancas sings,
“people they don’t understand/no,
girlfriends they can’t understand/your
grandsons they won’t understand... ’
but by the end of the song, the listener
starts to understand. The Strokes are

bringing it all back home, taking on a
bloated-on-itself indie scene, and
unintentionally taking on the likes of
super-earnest Creed and super-angry
Slipknot by making their music and
gimmicks look foolish.
Is This It? Yes, it is.
GRADE: B+

Lately, we have been in a cin
ematic period of “color by number”
thrillers. Scare, calm, scare, calm,
plot moving ever forward. Happily,
Don’t Say a Word presents more of
a puzzle than most suspense dramas.
Michael Douglas plays Dr. Nathan
Conrad, a psychiatrist leading quite
the charmed life, until his daughter
is abducted. But the kidnappers
don't want money, they want a six
digit number that one of Conrad’s
eighteen year-old patients (Brittany
Murphy) has in her memory - a num
ber she vows she will never tell.
It’s a puzzle because pieces of the
mystery are given out of order. Try
ing to piece the clues together be
fore the answers are revealed makes
Don’t more hands-on and more
“thrilling” than most. Michael Dou
glas is getting a bit typecast as “in
tense man,” but he does play it well.
Brittany Murphy, playing a commit
ted psychotic, dances on the line that
separates acting from overacting,
and never misses a step. The two
characters who do not shine are the
detective following the case (Jenni
fer Espisito), whose “tough chick”
persona gets tired after her first
scene, and the wife/mother (Famke
Jensen), who, stranded with a bro
ken leg, has the job of literally, sit
ting and looking pretty.
The tightly wrapped core of the
film dissolves by the ending, which
is disappointing; it seems very hard
to just end movies these days. But
the acting and plot are definitely
enough to applaud Don’t for rejuve
nating the thriller genre of late. See
it.
GRADE: B

OnStage

Hair Designers
Presents...
Personalized
Creations
for your individual style!!
Call for your P.C. discount of the month.
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Music The return of the rock
Notes

Acoustic heavy metal duo Tenacious D wages war on taste in a
hilarious, album-long battle royal

by Dan Devine ’04
A&E Staff

Everybody loves the Blues Brothers.
The Chicago soul men animated by John
Belushi and Dan Aykroyd captivated
audiences with over-the-top theatrics,
blending a genuine love for the blues
with their famed “mission from God” to
brighten the world through music.
But what if they took direction not
from the Almighty, but from the ruler of
the heinous realm below? If Jake and

Tori Amos
Strange Little Girls
Atlantic
There was a rumor that Tori Amos’s
new album, Strange Little Girls, con
sisted of songs other male bands had
written about women, that she had
changed. It remains only a rumor.
Strange Little Girl's contains twelve
cover songs, including Depeche
Mode’s “Enjoy the Silence,” Neil
Young’s "Heart of Gold,” and the
Beatles’ “Happiness is a Warm Gun.”
If you’re familiar with Tori Amos, you
can imagine the way in which she
makes these songs flow like haunted
honey. Though a pleasant transforma
tion, the purpose of an album like this
eludes; why these songs? And why
now? It is truly a shame Strange Little
Girls isn’t the project that it was ru
mored to be. However, even without
a vision, the woman has a wonderful
voice. Buy this album only if you are
a devout fan. Best tracks: “Strange
Little Girls,” “I’m Not in Love,” and
the aforementioned “Enjoy the Si
lence.”
GRADE: C+
-by Erin Keller ’02

Modest Mouse
Everywhere and His Nasty Parlour
Tricks
Epic Records

The emo three-piece Modest
Mouse continues to plod forward on
their most recent release, Everywhere
and His Nasty Parlour Tricks, but they
blaze no new trails. Bandleader Isaac
Brock’s lyrics remain sharp, utilizing
contrasting imagery to great effect, and
his half-shouted/half-chanted vocals
denote the influence of Pixies’ singer
Black Francis. An album cannot exist
on clever wordplay alone, however,
and the band limps through
Every where's muddled arrangements
and unimpressive construction with all
the grace of a mutilated swan. Signs
of light appear on the guitar-driven
“Night on the Sun” and “You’re The
Good Things,” but Modest Mouse
never cashes in, preferring to remain
obtuse and experiment with drum
loops and computer generated effects
which, at best, add very little to the
songs and, at worst, ruin a promising
foundation. Everywhere showcases a
witty songwriter, a grasp on melody,
and a spirit of invention that destroys
the best intentions of men or mice,
modest or no.
GRADE: C
-by Dan Devine ’04

Tenacious D
Tenacious D
Sony/Epic

Elwood drew inspiration from Iron
Maiden instead of Sam and Dave, could
you still love them? Tenacious D poses
this question to listeners on Tenacious
D, their highly anticipated debut album,
and the answer is an enthusiastic yes.
The brainchild of actors Jack Black
and Kyle Gass, Tenacious D invite a
number of comparisons to comedic
musical acts like the Blues Brothers with
larger-than-life performances and oftenridiculous lyrics. Like their progenitor,
the D got their first big break on the small
screen, starring in their own HBO
original series. Those unfamiliar with
the group and expecting a Bacon
Brothers redux will marvel at the
strength of Black’s voice, Gass’s gift for
melodic guitar arrangements, and the
ability of the two to craft delicate vocal
harmonies. Of course, the band seeks
primarily to make the audience laugh,
so they combine musical aptitude with
lyrics about their all-consuming love of
Satan, the joys of marijuana, and the
pleasures of decadence. While listeners
might find the subject matter humorous,
they will soon realize that Tenacious D
is definitely no joke.
Tenacious D features a number of
talented artists, all of whom took a
scaled-back role just to bask in the glory
of the two overweight rockers. Warren
Fitzgerald of the Vandals, Page
McConnell of Phish, and Steve
McDonald of Redd Kross all lend their
hands to the production, helmed by
electronic auteurs The Dust Brothers.
Head Foo Fighter and former Nirvana
skinsman Dave Grohl reports for duty
behind the D’s drum kit, making his first
full-time drumming appearance on
record since the Fighters’ debut. To steal
a phrase from “Dio,” Tenacious D’s
tribute to post-Ozzy Black Sabbath
singer/1980’s metal legend Ronnie
James Dio, the unique backgrounds and
perspectives of the collaborators “make
a good goulash” when combined with
Black and Gass’s acoustic-driven style.
The Dust Brothers’ contribution
succeeds the most in the subordination
of sounds on the record. While the
drums, electric guitars, keyboards, and
assorted other instruments all heavily
impact every song, the focus remains on
the harmonic vocals and acoustic guitars,
the two pillars of Tenacious D’s music.
While their friends raise interest in
the record, the D own it, exploding with
tasty riffs and an as yet uncharted fervor
for rock music. Songs like “Rock Your
Socks,” on which Grohl mimics the fastpaced and flashy drumming popularized
in 80’s metal and in which Black invokes
the Cleveland Steamer, and “Double
Team,” a fantastic discourse on groupies
reminiscent of Ted Nugent’s “Cat
Scratch Fever,” strengthen the metal
satire by casting classic rock cliches in a
new light. Sometimes though, JB and
KG kick out the jams with a less ironic
tone. While “Explosivo” definitely
carries a palpable lightheartedness, most
listeners will find themselves immersed
in the song’s full steam ahead power

Sony/Epic

Hell is for
heroes...
ABOVE: Tenacious D
charge the pitch
and take no
prisoners.
RIGHT: The D’s self
titled album has
caught some flack for
its un-PC lyrics and
mock satanic
album art.
chord thrash before they stop and realize
that Jack, while unable to remember his
girlfriend’s name, recalls that “she’s built
like the $#!t and she’s good to go.”
The gratuitous self-congratulation in
which Kage and Jables engage provides
some of the most endearing moments on
Tenacious D. Whether it’s JB praising
himself for writing a one-note song, Kyle
referring to the D’s fiery performance on
a track as “TNT,” or the pair penning a
tribute to themselves and a song they
wrote which “just so happened to be the
best song in the world,” Tenacious D
convince themselves that baldness,
obesity and unrequited love for a longdead metal scene are really, really cool,
convincing listeners in the process.
Tenacious D blends rock ‘n roll
caricature with a surprising level of talent
in a way few artists can effectively pull

off. The resulting material will likely
anger or disgust a lot of people who, for
whatever reason, lack the ability to see
past its basic nature and grasp the
album’s underlying comedic intent. The
continual usage of thinly veiled sexual
innuendos like the numerous references
to “kielbasa sausage” on the opening
track and blatantly offensive titles like
“F**k Her Gently” could be interpreted
as simple-minded and juvenile behavior
and in fact, they should. Hey, if you want
something intellectually satisfying, pick
up Noam Chomsky or Howard Zinn.
Tenacious D doesn’t care about
increasing your GPA or your cognitive
capacity - as they say on “Rock Your
Socks,” “It doesn’t matter if it’s good /
it only matters if it rocks.” And this
certainly does rock.
GRADE: A
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Something to chew on
Trinity Rep’s production of Donald Margulies’s Pulitzer Prize-winning play,
Dinner With Friends, is an unsettling look at American marriage
Adrienne Larsen-Silva ’02
Asst. A&E Editor
by

The latest production at Trinity
Repertory Company is Brian
McEleney’s Dinner With Friends - and
don’t let the title fool you. This is a
disquieting and intimate look at two
marriages that will leave one unsettled
about the nature of happiness.
The story is about two couples who

Dinner With Friends
Directed by Brian
McEleney
Through November 4, Trinity Repertory Co.

'have been best friends forever: Gabe and
Karen (William Damkoehler and Anne
Seirra), the level-headed homemakers,
and-Tom and Beth (Dan Welch and
Phylk Kay), the intense, moody pair.
One nigit. Beth reveals that Tom has left
her, and suddenly everything between
the friend . changes. As play goes
on, and the audience sees both a
flashback and Beth and Tom are
introduced, as well as how each moves
on after the divdw. Gabe and Karen
begin to discover m\h more about their
triends than they evfe^ imagined was
possible, as well as queitjon their own
marriage and whether or not they are
truly happy with their lives.
The play itself goes from being quite
intense to lighthearted and then finally
resigned, with a faint undertone of
desperation (you will actually sit back
in your seat to catch your breath after
the first act). These demanding shifts in
tone must take their loll on the actors,
but the cast at Trinity Rep proved that
they were up to the challenge.

Damkoehler and Scurria
were believable as a couple;
their chemistry onstage
together could make you
believe that they actually
existed.
Even when
questioning
their
relationship,
their
mannerisms toward each
other seemed caring, open,
and very real.
In contrast, Welch and
Kay were not at all
believable as a husband and
wife, both in appearance
and in character. However,
I believe this was
intentional on the part of the
director or playwright
Donald Margulies. It did
not seem to be a stretch at
all to envision the pair
breaking up, as both
characters were intense,
aggressive personalities.
Kay in particular, however,
was overly intense. Since
the theatre is rather small,
and the audience fairly
close, her overly dramatic

T. CHARLES ERICKSON/Trinity Repertory Company
Beth seemed a bit much at
times, especially in contrast
Married with children-. The middle-class cast (William Damkoehler, Dan Welch, and
to Welch, who displayed
Phyllis
Kay) of Trinity Repertory’s Dinner With Friends shoots the audience through the
intensity without overdoing
heart and simultaneously gives love a bad name.
it.
The set for the play,
however, was extremely interesting. way of maximizing a small amount of home with some people - but therein lies
Since most of the play takes place in a space for a play that requires a multitude its worth. If nothing else, it will initiate
some serious discussion among couples
kitchen or dining area, the same table and of props at simultaneous moments.
The play will by no means leave you after leaving, and make those who are
countertop are used for the whole play
and moved around to denote different lighthearted and happy (although it does single more determined than ever to find
settings. The one actual set piece is a have its fair share of comic relief), nor Mr. or Ms. Right.
large wall across the back of the stage is it a production I would attend over and GRADE: B+
with a couple dozen kitchen/closet over again, however, it is worth seeing.
cabinets built in. This is a very clever The show may hit a little too close to

College Hill Book Store Presents

Check it Out
What’s new at Phillips Memorial
Library
Let it shine: self-taught art
from the T. Marshall Hahn
Collection

Fighting terrorism: how de
mocracies can defeat domestic
and international terrorists I
Benjamin Netanyahu

But is it art? : an introduction
to art theory I
Cynthia Freeland

Shop talk: a writer and his
colleagues and their work I
Philip Roth

On borrowed words: a memoir
of language I

For more information contact
Ann Sullivan, ext. 1908,
asullivan@providence.edu or
Leslie Lanzieri, ext. 1994,
llanzier@providence.edu

Ilan Stavans

It’s only a movie!: films and
critics in American culture I
Raymond J. Haberski, Jr

Why government succeeds
and why it fails /
Amihai Glazer, Lawrence S.
Rothenberg

Lost soldiers I James Webb
NGOs and human rights:
promise and performance

Avon Cinema. 252 Thayer Street. Providence, Rhode Island

Nov7,7:15 & 9:30 pm * Tickets $25 * (401) 751-6404

CALL NOW!

Like water on stone: the story
of Amnesty International I
Jonathan Power

Terrorism today I Christopher C.
Harmon

"rl£ swar OF
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Brim Elements
Fabulous, fabulous ?

by Dave Mayo ’02
Sculpturewalk (10/5), RISD
A&E Staff
Museum of Art, 2-3:30 PM
“F-A-B-O-L-O-U-S.” These were the
•
The Natural Environment:
letters shouted out all across the streets
Hopelessly unstrung - or pausing
of America over the past months, as new
to rewind? (through 10/28),
rap phenom Fabolous hit the airwaves.
Photography Gallery, URI Fine
Getting his start with the infamous DJ
Arts Center (call for times)
Clue mix tapes, Fabolous has become
•
Sean Scully - Walls, Windows,
one
of the most hyped-up young stars of
Horizons (through 10/28), David
Winton Bell Gallery, Brown
University (call for times)
•
“Spicy Girl/ Island Boy”: an
Ghetto Fabolous
intercultural visual dialogue (10/
Elektra
3-11/4), Corridor Gallery, URI
Fine Arts Center (call for times)
today. Having appeared on a number of
•
“A Celebration ofAging ” (10/16- . track remixes, such as 702’s “Where My
12/12). Main Gallery, URI Fine
Girls At” and Mariah Carey’s remake of
Arts Center (call for times)
“Last Night a DJ Saved My Life,”
Fabolous began to gain rep as an up-andMusic
coming talent. He didn’t hit it big until
the release of Lil Mo’s “Superwoman”
•
New York System (10/4), RiRa’s, 9
which had everyone spelling his name.
PM
Quickly after, we were hit hard with his
•
American Hi-Fi (10/5), Lupo’s, 9 PM
witty rhymes from his first single “Can’t
•
Days ofthe New ( 10/6), Lupo’s, 9 PM
Deny It” off his debut album Ghetto
•
The Donnas (10/10), Lupo’s, 9 PM
Fabolous. With all the expectation
surrounding it, the album falls well short
of being anything close to fabulous.
Theatre
Being new to the industry, Fabolous
needed to bring a new sound that quickly
•
Bradshaw's Shadows (puppetry),
grabbed the public’s ear. Unfortunately,
(10/2-10/7), Perishable Theatre
he fails to give us anything that will help
(call for times)
to distinguish him from the rest of the
•
Brighton Beach Memoirs (10/11pack. Although he spits lyrics just as
10/14), Robert E. Will Theatre,
well as the best in the business, the words
URI Fine Arts Center (call for
behind them are extremely weak.
times)
Almost every song on the album deals
•
AteesO/f (through 10/7), Trinity
with women, bling-bling, and cars.
Repertory Company (call for
Where are the streets? Sure, Fabolous
times)
can use profanity like any other rapper,
•
Blast! (10/9-10/14), PPAC (call
but there is no meaning behind his
for times)
words. Though strong, they’re hardly
•
Dinner with Friends (9/21-11/4),
effective.
Trinity Repertory Company, (call
The album has the usual formula of a
for times)
commercial album. First he has his
hardcore tracks “Click & Spark” and
Etc.
“Get Right,” which is reminiscent of
Junior Mafia’s “Players Anthem.” “Keep
•
Spooky World (10/4-10/28),
it Gangsta” is one of the few bright spots
Foxboro Stadium (call for days
on this album, where Fabolous provides
and times)
us with the rhymes that gave him his
•
Factory of Terror (through 10/31)
street rep. On one track, he borrows a
(call for dates and times)
lesson from Jay-Z as Lucky Luciano hits
•
Field ofScreams (through 10/30)
you off with lines from Scarface.
(call for dates and times)
Fabolous gives us a gritty rhyme to a fast
•
Cityside Skatepark Providence,
piano beat, telling us why he is the “Bad
Dunkin’ Donuts Center (call for
Guy.”
schedule)
In search of commercial success, the
•
Improv Jones, Perishable Theatre,
every Thursday and Saturday at
10 PM

•

Fabolous

Addresses and Phone Numbers

•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

•

David Winton Bell Gallery,
Brown University, 64 College
Street, 863-2932
Dunkin’ Donuts Center, One La
Salle Square, 273-5000
Factory of Terror, Spring Street,
Fall River, MA, (508) 324-4077
Field of Screams, 179 Plain
Meeting House Road, West
Greenwich, 884-7369
Foxboro Stadium, Route 1,
Foxboro, MA, (978) 838-0200
Lupo’s, 239 Westminster Avenue,
272-5876
Perishable Theatre, 95 Empire
Street, 331-2695
PPAC, 220 Weybosset Street,
421-2997
RiRa’s, 50 Exchange Terrace,
272-1953
RISD Museum of Art, 2 College
Street, 454-6500
Trinity Repertory Company, 201
Washington Street, 351-4242
URI Fine Arts Center, 105 Upper
College Road, 874-2775

—compiled by Adrienne Larsen-Silva '02

Spelling what?
Grammar who?
Fabolous’s latest release,
Ghetto Fabolous,
disregards
basic spelling rules
because,
well, because he’s
way richer than us.
producers relied on other big names to
help Fabolous out on a few tracks. With
featured guests Ja Rule in “Ride For
This,”, Jagged Edge in “Trade it All,”
and Lil’ Mo with “Take You Home,” the
songs seem like tracks geared toward
mainstream. However, all of them suffer
from weak production. Supported by a
number of today’s best producers,
Timbaland, Rockwilder, Just Blaze, Rick
Rock, and Neptunes, the expectations
may have been set too high. The beats
sound commercialized and rather weak
at times, which causes Fabolous’s lyrical
style to suffer as well.
In addition to the rest of the formula,
Fabolous includes a few tracks destined
to be club-bangers, but they don’t give
the listener anything to rave about. “We
Don’t Give A,” the Timbaland produced
“Right Now & Later On,” and “Young
N,” the next scheduled release, feature

strong beats with hooks that everyone
will have shouting on the dance floor,
which isn’t necessarily a good thing.
Although they keep you moving, the
words behind the song lack anything
worthwhile.
One has to wonder what Fabolous
was thinking when producing some of
these tracks. In “Get Smart,” he gives
us a corny track where he rhymes “Ijust
really wanna get smart, until I feel like
a genius. And all that I ask is, that you
help me get good grades in all of my
classes. ” I don’t know where he is going
with this one or his other weak creation
“Ma Be Easy” (it definitely isn’t to the
top of any charts).
Despite the album’s problems,
Fabolous does give us a glimpse of the
talent that lies within. In his only deep
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Taste

Movie
Times

of the Town
With Alexandra Silveira ’02
Caserta Pizzeria
121 Spruce Street
621-3618

Starting 10/5

Via Via
205 Meeting Street
831-8668

Pizza preferences vary dramatically
Tom individual to individual. Opposing
suiools vary from the crust party to the
cht»se lovers or even the occasional
anchtVy aficionados. To each school or
individual, there js the one pizza palace
in town,the hard-core sauce broker or
pepperoni that is their Friday
standby or kxam-time savior.
Among the two favorites in the
Providence pizza debates are Caserta’s
Pizzeria and Via Via. Federal Hill
adherents suppot* the Caserta’s claim
that “if you’re no eating Caserta’s,
you’re not eating pizk ” and have voted
it Providence’s Best Pizza in a poll by
R1 Monthly magazine. However, Thayer
Street enthusiasts agree with Via Via’s
award for Best Gourmet Pizza in RI.
Equally matched in theirMack of
atmosphere, both have the typical
pizzeria feel, with small tables and chairs
on a bare tiled floor surrounding the
pizza counters. Both are also located out
of delivery range, though many would
argue that the ten-minute drive to either
is well worth the time.
Located behind Atwells Ave.,
Caserta’s has a very limited selection,
with a take-out menu boasting a total of
five toppings (cheese, pepperoni,
mushrooms, olives, and anchovies) and
the famous (or infamous) Wimpy
Skippy’s, a spinach pie stuffed with
cheese and pepperoni.
The pizza is especially known for a
thick, doughy bottom, similar in texture
to foccacia bread. The dough is topped
with substantial amounts of sweet
tomato sauce irregularly dotted with
thick islands of cheese. Although the
individual elements are wonderful,
combined in disproportionate amounts
there is the occasional bite full of sauce
or of cheese, making the pizza the choice
of crust and dough lovers. The dough

distinction is made even clearer by the
toppings of canned mushrooms and
indistinct pepperoni.
The Wimpy Skippy is also for bread
and dough lovers, with an excellent
crumbly crust. The cheese and
pepperoni also add a nice touch to the
spinach pie, although they are not
sufficient to counteract the essentially
bitter taste of the spinach.
Via Via affords a greater variety of
toppings (including artichoke hearts,
spinach, feta, and eggplant) on a woodgrilled crust. Additionally, the restaurant
has a wide selection of other foods,
including soups, appetizers, deli
sandwiches, seafood, cafe sandwiches,
and pasta. Although, there is a greater
emphasis on pizza, as proven by an order
of overcooked spaghetti and unseasoned
meatballs.-Accompanied by powerfully
over-spiced (and under-garlicked) garlic
bread, the pasta dishes might not be the
best choice. The pizza, however, is a
different matter.
Served on a thin, wood-grilled crust,
the pizza does not cater to gourmet tastes
alone, rather a well-seasoned but
traditional pizza sauce and a perfect
coating of cheese appeal to a longestablished idea of pizza. The cheese
variety alone is great, while the toppings
build on a strong foundation. The veggie
pizza, topped with eggplant, spinach,
tomatoes, red onion, portabella
mushrooms, and artichoke hearts is
especially good. Delicious, with a blend
of flavors that compliment each other
perfectly, the veggie pizza’has a
sophisticated taste.
With the debate yet to be resolved,
individual tastes rule the day.
CASERTA’S: B+
VIA VIA: A-

Zoolander strikes a hilarious pose
-Continued from page 16as they share the ability to be deadly
serious while their characters get
increasingly ridiculous. Will Ferrell’s
over-the-top performance steals yet
another movie (Jay and Silent Bob Strike
Back), but the real surprise here,
however, is Christine Taylor. Attractive,
humorous, and appealing, this just might
be the movie that gets her noticed. She’s
come a long way since cleaning up after
horses at the Bar None ranch as Melody
on Hey Dude!
As Stiller’s wife, Taylor sets the tone
for the other major running theme
throughout the film: this picture is
primarily a family and friends project.
Both of Stiller’s parents have roles (as
do his dog and his sister). Jerry Stiller
plays Maury Ballstein, the big-balled
agent with the even bigger prostate.
Anne Meara has a wonderful run-on role
as a Mugatu hater and accurate egg
thrower. There are also tons of cameos
throughout the film from Stiller’s many
friends: Cuba Gooding Jr., Donald
Trump, Natalie Portman, Winona Ryder,
Billy Zane, Fred Durst, Paris Hilton, and
David Bowie are just a few of the
Hollywood stars to lend their faces to the
project. Jon Voight gives a hilarious
performance as Derek’s unsupportive
father who, as a New Jersey coal miner,
just can’t hide his disgust. Serving as
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Avon Cinema
260 Thayer St. Providence, RI 4210020
Hedwig and the Angry Inch: Fri-Wed:
7:30,9:30;Thurs: 9:30, Midnight; SatMon: 1:00,3:00
All Over the Guy: Fri: Midnight; SatSun: 5:00, Midnight; Mon: 5:00
Twilight Los Angeles: Thurs: 7:00

Showcase Seekonk, Route 6
Route 6, Seekonk, Mass., (508) 3366789
The Musketeer: 12:45, 3:30, 6:40,
9:25,11:50; Sun-Thurs: no 11:50 show
Zoolander: 12:20, 2:40, 5:00, 7:20,
9:40,11:50; Sun-Thurs: no 11:50 show
American Pie 2:1:10,4:20,7:25,9:55,
12:10; Sun-Thurs: no 12:10 show
Serendipity: 12:30, 1:00, 2:45, 3:15,
5:00, 5:30, 7:15, 7:50, 9:30, 10:10,
11:35, 12:15; Sun-Thurs: no 11:35,
12:15 show
The Glass House: 1:20, 4:00, 6:50,
9:45,12:05; Sun-Thurs: no 12:05 show
Max Keeble’s Big Move: 12:15,
2:30, 4:45, 7:10, 9:30, 11:30; SunThurs: no 11:30 show
Hearts in Atlantis: 1:15, 1:40,4:10,
4:40, 7:00, 7:30, 9:35, 10:05, 11:45,
12:15; Sun-Thurs; no 11:45, 12:15
shows
The Others: 1:25, 4:10, 7:10, 9:45,
12:10; Sun-Thurs: no 12:10 show
Rat Race: 1:15, 4:00, 6:50, 9:30,
11: 50; Sun-Thurs: no 11:50 show
The Princess Diaries: 1:10, 3:40
Jeepers Creepers: 7:40, 10:15,
12:15; Sun-Thurs: no 12:15 show
Hardball: 12:45, 1:20, 3:45, 4:15,
6:40, 7:20, 9:35, 10:05, 11:50, 12:25;
Sat: no 6:40 show; Sun-Thurs: no
11:50, 12:25 shows
Rush Hour 2: 12:35, 2:45, 5:00,
7:25, 9:55, 12:05; Sun-Thurs: no
12:05 show
Training Day: 12:30, 1:00, 1:30,
3:30, 4:00, 4:30, 6:30, 7:00, 7:30,
9:20,9:50, 10:15, 12:00, 12:25; SunThurs: no 12:00, 12:25 shows
Don’t Say a Word: 12:50,3:50,7:15,
10:00, 12:20; Sun-Thurs: no 12:20
show
Bandits: Special Sneak Preview Sat:
7:00 (Shown with Hardball)
Shrek: 1:10,3:10,5:10
Two Can Play That Game: 7:20,9:30
Jurassic Park JII: 1:00, 3:00, 5:00,
7:10, 9:15

Apple Valley Cinemas
Hearts in Atlantis: 1:30, 4:20, 7:10,
9:55; Tue-Thurs: no 1:30 show
Serendipity: 12:30, 2:40, 4:55, 7:30,
10:05; Tue-Thurs: no 12:30, 2:40
shows
Hardball: 12:50,3:50,6:50,9:50; TueThurs: no 12:50 show
Zoolander: 12:20, 2:35, 4:50, 7:20,
10:00; Tue-Thurs: no 12:20, 2:35
shows
The Others: 1:00, 4:00, 7:15, 9:45;
Tue-Thurs: no 1:00 show
Don’t Say a Word: 1:20, 4:10, 7:00,
9:45; Tue-Thurs: no 1:20 show
Max Keeble’s Big Move: 12:40,2:50,
5:00, 7:25, 9:50; Tue-Thurs: nmo
12:40,2:50 show
Training Day: 1:10, 3:45, 6:45, 9:40;
Tue-Thurs: no 1:10 show
Providence Place
Francis Street, Providence, 270-4646
Training Day: 12:20, 12:50, 1:15,
3:15,3:45,4:15,6:30,7:05,7:30,9:20,
9:50, 10:15, 12:05; Sun-Thurs: no
12:05 show
Max Keeble’s Big Move: 12:30,2:45,
4:55,7:25,9:35, 11:40: Sun-Thurs: no
11:40 show
Joy Ride: 12:45,1:30,3:25,4:00,6:45,
7:10,9:30,9:55, 11:50; Sun-Thurs: no
11:50 show
Serendipity: 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 9:40,
12:00; Sun-Thurs: no 12:00 show
Hearts in Atlantis: 12:35, 3:40,6:40,
9:10,11:35; Sun-Thurs: no 11:35 show
Zoolander: 1:10, 4:10, 7:40, 10:00,
12:10; Sun-Thurs: no 12:10 show
Don’t Say a Word: 1:00, 3:50. 4:20,
6:50, 7:20, 9:25, 10:10, 11:55; SunThurs: no 11:55 show
Hardball: 1:40, 4:25, 7:00, 9:45,
12:00; Sat: no 7:00 show; Sun-Thurs:
no 12:00 show
The Glass House: 1:05, 3:55, 6:55,
11:55; Sun-Thurs: no 11:55 show
Two Can Play That Game: 9:15
The Musketeer: 1:35
Rat Race: 12:55, 3:30, 6:25, 9:00,
11:25; Sun-Thurs: no 11:25 show
The Others: 12:40, 3:20, 6:35, 9:05,
11:30; Sun-Thurs: 11:30 show
Rush Hour 2: 1:20,4:50,7:35, 10:05,
12:05; Sun-Thurs: no 12:05 show
Bandits: Special Sneak Preview Sat:
7:00

—compiled by Dave Quinn ’04

Ghetto Fabolous is

mediocre at best
VH-l

Derek Zoolander (Ben Stiller) in the
famous Skyy Vodka ad.
Derek’s eye to the truth, David
Duchovny shows up as a previous hand
model, who escaped the industry’s
attempted brainwashing. Finally, Andy
Dick has one of the best cameos as a
rather large masseuse with a
certain...how do you say...asset?
Full of laughs, a great cast, and a
silly script, make Zoolander your next
must-see.
GRADE: B+

-Continued from page 20and emotional track, “One Day,” he switches from his usual witty rhymes to a deeper
verse. This is what the album lacks throughout, a variation of sound that will make
everyone appreciate his young new sound. With a smooth piano chord providing the
background, Fabolous gives us a look into his life’s struggle. This is the only track
that provides us with a different sound and different taste of words.
It seems Fabolous tried to ride the coattails of success of his verse in Lil Mo’s
“Superwoman.” The album sounds like it was rushed out without any thought. This
being his first album, it’s a known fact that there were going to be rookie mistakes,
but Fabolous far exceeds that. It is clear that he does have skills on the mic as seen by
the hit single “Can’t Deny It,” but he doesn’t do it consistently on this album. For
some odd reason, Fabolous feels the need td remind us that he is spelling wrong (or
special, however you see it) in practically every track. One can only hope that this
will be a learning experience for Fabolous and that he will do more work in the
studio next time.
GRADE: C+
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12 Hours of Toothlessness

By Jessica Albetski ’04
Features Staff

I
Here it comes again
That familiar feeling
It’s been whispering in my ears silently
just as the wind blows through the
leaves.
A quiet ruffling, just enough to stir up
the entire tree making it shake and
sway.
A breath that blows off the frost from
my heart,
and helps it melt, a little at a time.
It doesn’t take much.
A friendly smile, some kind words, a
face that shows you care.
No, it doesn’t take much at all to make
me melt,
to allow myself to fall in love with
you.

II
Trouble’s brewing.
As innocent as a gentle breeze can be,
it can also amount to a hurricane that
causes destruction
Just as your words and whispers
cause the struggle within my breaking
heart.

Crack after crack, millions of shards
scattering
each representing your smile, the
twinkle in your eyes,
even your hair, each strand that I
studied when I was close enough.
Now all pieces,
mere memories of what was.
You’re not here anymore, nor am I
there,
and my heart, still lies shattered, with
no one to pick up the pieces.

There's music in the
sighing of a reed; There's
music in the gushing of a
rill; There's music in all
things, if men had ears:
Their earth is but an echo
of the spheres.
-Lord Byron

by

Kaitlin Fluet ’03

Features Staff

Last weekend I had an unfortunate
encounter with the pavement outside my
apartment building. Even more
unfortunate is the fact that the pavement
won. As a result of my two left feet, I
was forced to spend the next twenty-four
to thirty-six hours missing portions of
my two front teeth. Having lived
through such a nightmarish experience,
I have prepared a schedule for those of
you who will undoubtedly follow in my
footsteps at one point or another. Make
sure to clip this article out of the paper
and put it someplace safe. This way,
when you need it, you will know what
to expect.
Sunday 8:30 am: Wake up to alarm.
Realize your lips are four times their
normal size. Wonder why they are four
times their normal size. Refuse to get
up and find out why. (Note: Most of you
are not up at this time. Add six hours,
then follow directions.)

9:00 am: Breathing sounds louder than
usual. There is a strange whistling each
time you inhale. Still too tired to get up
and find out what is making all the
racket.
9:30 am: Must pee. Getoutofbed. Pee.
Wash hands and look into the mirror.
9:45 am: Look harder into the mirror.
Scream.
10:00 am: Scream.
10:30 am: Stop screaming. Start crying.
11:00 am: Remember incident from
night before. Blow nose. Go outside
and search for missing chips.
12:00 pm: Return to room emptyhanded. Look in mirror. Realize you
now look like you came from New
Hampshire. Cry.
12:30 pm: Panic. Call parents in New
Hampshire.
1:30 pm: Realize that dentists are not
open on Sundays. Frantically scour
phonebook for dentists that open at 6:00
am on Monday.
2:15 pm: Stomach grumbles. Attempt
to eat cereal. Howl in pain. Proceed to
choke.
3:15 pm: Fury replaces grief. Search
for something to hit or kick. Find
nothing.
3:45 pm: Find something. Roommate
squeals in pain.
4:30 pm: Decide to be calm. Try to eat
soft food. Bite tongue. Swear.

Dan HELLER/www.danheller.com

5:00 pm: Bleeding subsides. News of
incident spreads. Friends come to offer
support.
5:15 pm: Countless hugs and pitying
looks. Friends demand you open your
mouth. Rudely decline.
5:45 pm: Accidentally open mouth to
speak. Friends howl with laughter.
6:15 pm: Roommate#l makes up words
about “K.C. the Toothless Wonder” to
the tune of “Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer.”
6:45 pm: Massive sing-along to “K.C.
the Toothless Wonder.” Residents of
abutting apartments come to join fun.
7:30 pm: Hide in bathroom. RA knocks
on door to break up party.
8:00 pm: Roommate #2 harasses you
with camera. Takes pictures when you
open your mouth to protest.

8:15 pm: Roommates 1 and 2 taunt you
with camera. Threaten to post pictures
around campus'for 21SI birthday. Cry.
8:30 pm: Now your puffy eyelids match
your oversized lips. Tired and grumpy.
Still being relentelessly teased with
camera. Go to bed wearing turtleneck.
Cannot sleep. Sleep tight? Not probable.
Sweet dreams? Not possible.
Fortunately, this story has a happy
ending. A kind dentist (who cannot be
named for fear of a stampede of snaggle
toothed PC students) managed to fit me
into his busy schedule. By 6:00 pm on
Monday, I had my teeth back.
Everything is fixed and now I am just as
perfect as before. The only residual
problem is trying to find a way to lose
the nickname “K.C. the Toothless
Wonder.” I am open to suggestions.

Features
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My Apologies:
A Brief Anthology
by

Megan Greco ’02

Features Staff

For the past month the huge tree that
umbrellas my end of the street has been
raining acorns. Every time I got to and
from my house I run the risk of being
impaled. There was a time when I
dodged them with intense concentration.
Lately I have been considering laying in
the middle of the street and allowing
them to shower down on me. I think it
would be fitting to end my misery by
being punctured to death by those sharp
little nut bombs.
Since I will more than likely refrain
from the aforementioned suicide mission
(do you know how LONG that would
take? I’m sure that laying in the street
would get me hit by a car before mauled
by acorns, and that is simply not a
dramatic enough death...), I’ve instead
decided to compile a list of apologies.
Having a quarter-life crisis is taking its
toll on everyone.
1.

2.

I’d like to apologize to all of the
teachers I have this semester. I
really really do want to go to your
classes. When I’m not there I can
assure you I’m not doing something
exciting like watching trashy
daytime television, or joyriding
around Providence without a
seatbelt on listening to Journey. No.
Instead I am probably in bed. I
probably worked the night before
and then returned home at 10:45 to
start homework. I probably woke
up on time and then fell back to
sleep without even meaning to do
so. I genuinely want to be in all of
my classes. Waking up at 7:00 is
also hard when you are running on
four hours of sleep. It’s even harder
when it’s raining and windy and
cold outside and your house has no
heat and your bed is warm and your
cat is laying against your stomach.
I apologize to the woman who came
into work last night and asked me
to refill the half-and-half container.
We were out of half-and-half so 1
filled it with 2% milk. I just stood
there and lied to her like it was no
big thing. I suppose maybe I
shouldn’t feel bad considering she

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

is that much healthier now. But still.
People are so trusting.
I apologize to my neighbors for
stealing both my green and blue
recycling bins back. I realize that
everyone wants to recycle, but jeez.
Couldn’t you just get your own?
And you didn’t even use them. They
just sat in your backyard until I had
to take matters into my own hands
in the middle of the night.
I apologize to my parents for never
calling them. They keep sending me
emails that just say things like “call”
or “are you still alive?” Last week
my mom left me a voice mail telling
me to call, and then proceeded to
leave me the number.
I apologize to all of the people I
work with who heard that I was
extremely dramatic and lively.
Being so overwhelmed does not
produce such characteristics
frequently. Sometimes I’ll catch
them looking at me as if they are
waiting for me to do something
crazy. It hasn’t happened yet.
I apologize to the girls who live on
the comer of my street. They have
this elusive “driveway” that greatly
resembles a backyard and all
summer long I’d forget and park in
front of it. I don’t, however,
apologize for the time I parked there
by accident and then came outside
to move it and they had purposely
boxed me in.
I would be
apologizing if I had smashed into
both cars in an attempt to get out,
but I do not apologize for seriously
considering it.
I apologize to my sister for receiving
her license last Tuesday and then
getting a ridiculously fantastic car
less than a week later. No wait. I
don’t. I apologize to myself for
being the older sibling and getting a
Honda Civic with automatic
nothing, a tendency to make weird
noises, and no antenna.
Finally I apologize to anyone who
may have been thinking, “Where is
that zany Megan Greco and her zany
articles this year?” Well here is the
first one and I’m not sure if it is as
zany as you may have been hoping
for.

October 4, 2001

Incubator
By Erin Simmeth ’03
Features Contributing Writer

String-cheese mozzarella and wine
from a box
Tiny white Christmas lights strung
under the bunk
Uncertain commitments made we’re
not sure why
For next week, for next semester,
forever, for summer
Summer can’t possibly be that far
away
Love is the safest place around—
Someone else holds your heart in

their hands
They won’t drop it, no, they won’t let
you fall
Lulled in the soft warm embryonic fluid
Of Passion too young to know itself
The egg doesn’t show what it holds
inside, that is
Until it drops—falls—is broken
The shock of yellow spills out,
revealing
A weak, blind, wet-feathered bird,
Too soon to know what it might have
been
Now never to dry its womb-wet wings
and fly.

www.parlorpuzzle.com

Echoes at Dim
By Joan Barker ’04
Asst. Features Editor

Leave me stale. I’ll melt in the
morning.
Midnight tires become the breath of
the highway as they
caress the pavement’s skin.
I’d love to just be,
without fumbling over the scar,
wishing with one careless touch I
could
wipe it away.
Apathetic to my needs,
I cannot even feel me in this skin.
Yielding to that which tempts,
molding your seduction.
I resolve to mesh with the beating of
a broken radiator

II
The night is too dim for a smile.
The edge of blue cardboard is nothing
but a shadow on the wall.
Beside what has become of your faded
jacket tossed over the oak
coffee table.
III
Black raspberries stain my olive skin.
Crimson, below rose-dusted cheeks,
like the red-wine he took, with shaved
ice.
How vain, even for a memory,
rusting yet floating past and through
my present thoughts,
making echoes out of silence.
Black raspberries will ripen scars on
my body
until 1 can return to my skin.
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Sonnet 35: Early Morning
By Sara Schepis ’04
Features Staff

I was abroad before the world awoke,
Was yet in fast with much to meditate.
The time when birds their tuning
stanzas spoke
And skimmers on the froggy pond
would skate
And sallied forth the squirrel from oak
estate
And grass agleam, with spider’s silver
flossed
Is when I most resolved to bear the
weight,
The cross wherewith I justly have
been crossed No, mercifully, for if I have been
tossed
It is to shake me from pursuit of dust.
I wander thus- an hour spent, unlost
I strove in living and as yet I must.
In rising light my Light a constant
stays
And night will never check God’s holy
praise.
Richard S. Williams /www.photos.com

Astonished to Be Free
by

Neisha McGuckin ’03

Features Editor

I am a photographer of the spirit.
WindAll that I want of life.
Hair sticks to new glossed lips
Still outside them...

A crease in a red bag.
Seven shiny gum wrappers
Flattened against the pavement
Red-socked soccer brats
Far away
The girls come out and I smile
Another windy day hop in the car
let’s go—

Made whole
by

Maria Monaco ’02

Features Staff

I spoke to you
With words begging
Pleading for a return to
Somewhere, somehow, something
But you had shut your ears
You blocked the door
Back turned
I looked to you
In words past written
I asked you how it came to be
That somewhere, somehow, something
Had been made between us
In a passing moment
Two joined
I gave up hope
I put down all I had
And vowed never to return

To this somewhere, somehow,
something
Because it was only me
Or it was only you
Not both

Then it came to me
As it somehow came to you
In a moment of thoughtful resting
How this somewhere, somehow,
something
Had brought us both together
When there was no gain
And no loss
It was then, my friend
We found ourselves together
As in times long past both playing
And somewhere,
Somehow,
Something new was made between us
Both together laughing
One.

HOW DID YOU DO ON YOUR
FIRST D.W.C EXAM???
Need Help?

Hou To Succeed In D.W.C Seminar

MARK YOUR CALENDERS TODAY!

When?: Thursday, October 11 th
Where?: Library 104 (OAS Office)
sponsored by the Office of Rcademic Seruices

Clubs and Organizations
The Cowl 26
PAX Christi presents:
Did you Study Abroad last year?

October 4,2001

Attack on America—

We want your pictures!
Bring in all those great pics from your
year or semester abroad to Veritas to
appear in the 2001-2602 yearbook

Drop off all pictures in the
Veritas office (Slavin l3g). Make
sure your name is on the pack as
well as your home address and
the country you visited,.
Please drop them off by October 5th
Any questions? Callx2428

Is war a justified
moral response?
Sr. Ann Stankiewicz & Dr. Robert Barry

Thursday - October 4th - 7 p.m. - Feinstein 118

Lee Denim Day

3rd Annual

Security Fair

All proceeds
go to the
Susan B.
Komen
Fund

Mounted
Police and
K-9 Dog
Show

Donations in Slavin or Ray
Every donation gets a breast cancer awareness pin

by the PROVIDENCE POLICE
at 12:00 P.M. sharp!
October S'" 9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M. in Slavin, ’64 Hall

P
Mondays or Tuesdays
11:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
Starting Oct. 15
Register by Oct. 12
5 classes per session
Class size restricted

O

P

PRESENTS :

Oktoberfest
In Newport

Peterson Center, Multi-purpose Room
T’AI CHI CH’UAN is a centuries-old self-defense discipline
which conditions the mind and body for health, relaxation and
much more. It is more versatile and anyone can do it regardless
of physical limitations.

Please wear comfortable attire with sneakers or flexible shoes
with adequate support.
I
Call Ahyee/Ivy @ 272-4371
I

Saturday, October 6th
Buses leave at 3:30 P.M.

Proper ID required to enter beer tent.

Open to all students’
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BOP presents:

Clubs and Organizations

Rocktoberfest
Featuring:

G. Love
& Special
Sauce
October
19th
$10
Tix on sale now

St. Pius V 5th Annual
5k Road Race

Things for Thursday:

Race begins in front of the
school, on Elmhurst Avenue.
Harvest Festival activities will
last ail day long.
$12 to register before the event
$15onraceday
All runners receive breakfast and a long tee shirt.

All monies raised go to St. Pius School.

All About Diets
“If only I could lose about 10 pounds...”
Dieting is a well-practiced ritual. Making a decision to lose weight or stay in shape can
be a postitive thing.
Even though we know the facts about dieting, we all often ignore them. Come to an
informative workshop about calories, metabolism, and building or toning muscle.
Workshop leader Cheryl Tunrquist Zuba ’93 is a licensed clinical social worker and a certified Pilates
instructor. She will address dieting concerns and disasters relevant to college age men and women.

Wednesday - October 10th - 7:30 p.m. - Moore III
sponsored by the Personal Counciling Center
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If You Were A Breakfast Cereal, What Kind
Would You Be And Why?

“Lucky Charms, ‘cause we’d get lucky every morning and
were magically delicious.”
Kristin Macgregor ’03 Holeigh Morin ’03

“Captain Crunch, because it’s a truly honorable cereal
that is also really crunchy”
Brendan Streiff ’04
Dana Pelliccio ’04

Shreded Frosted MiniWheats, because it contains a karmic
balance of sweetness and non-sweetness”
Ashely Gilbert ’04

“Lucky Charms. It’s a good balance of earthiness (the junk
cereal) and fun (the marshmellows), plus the leprichan is so
cute.”
Kristi Branca ’04

“Cookie Crisp, ‘cause then you can say “cooookie
crisp!”
Daniel Janerio ’04

ETHEL: “Cheerios, because they’re goodfor the heart!”

LUCY: “FrostedFlakes, because they’re GRRREEAT”

Sports
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The PC Scoreboard
Athletes of the Week
Claire Shearman
(Senior - Portsmouth, New Hampshire)
Shearman led the PC Women’s Cross Country team to a sec
ond-place team finish at the Roy Griak Invitational in Minne
apolis, Minnesota, where 32 teams competed. Shearman was
the first PC runner to cross the finish line as she completed the
race in 21:14.5 for an llth-place finish.

NCAA Division I
Cross Country Men’s Rankings

Rank
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Team (first place votes) Points
Colorado (14)
398
379
Stanford (1)
Arkansas (1)
363
Wisconsin
348
Notre Dame
340
Portland
302
PROVIDENCE
282
North Carolina State
281
Villanova
278
Northern Arizona
274
Colorado State
229
Michigan
• 227
211
Duke
193
Wake Forest
154
Arizona State
126
Michigan State
Brigham Young
115
Oregon
104
Eastern Michigan
92
Weber State
89
Alabama
62
Georgetown
59
Iona
53
William & Mary
51
Nebraska
50

Cross
Rank
1.
2.
3.
4.
4.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
21.
23.
24.
25.

Points
324
311
293
270
270
268
241
234
220
200
198
192
177
154
142
122
107
96
79
72
51
51
35
34
22

rrtl

Hamish Thorpe
(Senior - Auckland, New Zealand)
Thorpe led the Friars Men’s Cross Country team to a thirdplace finish at the Roy Griak Invitational in Minneapolis,
Minnesota on Saturday, September 29. Thoipe finished sixth
overall in a time of 24:20.

Jennifer Chin
(Junior - Norwood, Massachusetts)
. Chin led the Providence Field Hockey team to a 2-1 OT victory
over Rutgers on Saturday, September 29. Chin scored the
game-winning goal with 4:29 remaining in OT to give the
Friars their first Big East win of the season. PC improved to 7-2
overall and 1-1 in the conference.

NCAA Division I
Country Women’s Rankings

Team (first place votes)
Colorado (12)
Stanford (1)
North Carolina State
Brigham Young
Arizona
Boston College
PROVIDENCE
North Carolina
Arizona
Arkansas
Georgetown
Colorado State
Michigan State
Wisconsin
Virginia
Washington
Boston University
UCLA
Marquette
Cornell
James Madison
Yale
Northern Arizona
Baylor
Villanova

• J

tt

This Week’s Schedule
Team

Fri

Sat

Mon

Sun

Men’s
Soccer

Syracuse
Villanova
BC
Providence

Connecticut
Rutgers

2-0-0
2-0-0
1-1-0

7-2-0
6-4-0
4-5-0

1-1-0

7-2-0

0-1-0
0-3-0

4-4-0
2-7-0

Thurs

Women’s
Soccer

vs. Brown
3:00 PM
@ St. John’s
3:00 PM

vs. Miami
1:00 PM

vs. Fairfield
12:00 PM

Tennis

@ Toski Invitational
Amherst, Massachusetts
9:00 AM

Golf

Volleyball © St. John’s © Seton Hall
3:00 PM

2:00 PM

Field
Hockey

© Villanova
12:00 PM

@ UMass
3:00 PM

Big East Women’s Soccer Standings
Mid-Atlantic Division

Northeast Division

BIG EAST Overall

Wed

Cross
Country

Big East Field Hockey Standings

Team

Tues

Pct.

Team

.778
.600
.444
.778
.500
.222

UConn
Miami
Syracuse
St. John’s

BIG EAST Overall

4-0-0
2-1-0
2-1-0
1-2-0

Providence

0-2-1

BC
Virginia Tech.

0-2-1
0-1-0

7-3-0
7-2-0
6-2-0
2-6-0
4-3-1
2-5-1
3-4-2

Pts.

12
6
6
3
1
1
0

Team

Notre Dame
West Virginia
Rutgers
Pittsburgh
Georgetown
Villanova
Seton Hall

BIG EAST Overall

4-0-0
2-1-0
2-1-0
2-1-0
1-3-0
0-2-0
0-3-0

8-0-1
6-2-0
7-4-0
4-3-0
5-4-0
6-2-1
3-5-0

Pts.

12
6
6
6
3
0
0
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Jarvis mixes grades and games
Senior’s work ethic also pays off on the court
by

Virginia Cheng ’03

I find that tennis is the one thing 1 really look
forward to during the week.
It’s really my one time that I get to relax.

Asst. Sports Editor

Being a student-athlete is no easy task
at an academically challenging Division
I school like Providence College, but
senior Matt Jarvis somehow manages to
maintain a near perfect G.P.A. while
playing in the top singles spot for the
Men’s Tennis team.
Jarvis, who is double-majoring in
computer science and mathematics,
currently holds a 3.987 G.PA. The only
“blemish” on his report card was a B+
in Honors Civ. Because of his
outstanding grades, Jarvis was named a
Big East Academic All-Star and a GTE
Academic All-American for District 1.
“I usually spend a lot of my free time
studying and preparing for classes. I find
that tennis is the one thing I really look
forward to during the week. It’s really
my one time that I get to relax,” said
Jarvis.
Despite his casual attitude towards
tennis, Jarvis has worked extremely hard
to make his way to the top of the lineup.
When he first arrived at PC, prior to the
Title IX cuts, the Men’s Tennis program
was a force to be reckoned with. Jarvis
was one of the few freshmen that walked
onto the team, and one of the reasons
why Head Coach Carl LaBranche kept
him was because of his academic
standing. Jarvis, who skipped first grade,
earned a 3.98 G.P.A in high school but
chose not to attend an Ivy League school
mainly because of PC’s tennis
reputation.
“Matt asked if we wouldn’t cut him,
and because he was such a good student

Matt Jarvis
and he was given an academic
scholarship here, we said we’d give him
one semester,” said LaBranche.
Even though Jarvis did not play in any
matches his freshman year, his hard work
during practice paid off. When the
program was dropped and no more
scholarship recruits could be brought in,
he became much more of an asset to the
team. After playing in the bottom half
of the singles lineup his sophomore and
junior years, Jarvis worked his way to
becoming PC’s best player.
“Matt is not overly athletic. He has
done this with hard work. He has a very
programmed way to play. He plays serve
and volley, which is the most difficult
kind of tennis you can play. It demands
the most athleticism and yet he isn’t an
overly gifted athlete,” said LaBranche.
Jarvis also recognizes that he may not
be the most talented athlete out on the
court, but being forced to go up against
the very best players from each school
has greatly improved his own skills.
While he is not expected to win very
many games at number one, the
challenge and the experience is enough
satisfaction for him.
“I think with my game right now I’d
probably be good enough to play at five
or six [singles] on the team the way it

was before, but I don’t think I would be
as good as I am right now if I hadn’t had
the chance to play in all the matches the
last couple of years,” said Jarvis.
Both the Men’s and the Women’s
programs are now forced to rely on less
experienced players to make up for
scholarship recruits that were lost to
graduation. While all the players are
talented, they simply cannot play at the
level of the nationally ranked recruits on
well-funded teams.
The Women’s team had a tough week,
losing 6-1 to Holy Cross on Wednesday.
Senior Brooke Rubin earned the only
point for the Friars, winning her number
one singles match. The second doubles
team of seniors Erin Haley and Katie
Lafayette also won their match, but Holy
Cross took the first and third positions
to win the doubles point.
Freshmen Katie Bednar and Molly
Gilbride, who have had to step up into
singles play because of the lack of
veterans, managed to pull their matches
into three sets, but were unable to
overcome an undefeated Crusader
lineup.
“They were really close to us. The
scores didn’t show it, but we were really
even. On any day, it could go either
way,” said Gilbride.

The Women had similar difficulties
on Sunday against UNH, a team they
beat easily last year. Rubin and Gilbride
posted singles wins, and the doubles
tandems of Rubin/Haley and Bednar/
Lafayette earned victories to give PC a
total of three points. However, UNH
came back and took the second, third,
and fourth singles points to tie the match,
putting all of the pressure on freshman
Nicole Rodger at sixth singles. Rodger
put up a terrific fight, but with her
relative inexperience, she fell to UNH
in three sets, giving the Wildcats a 4-3
victory.
“We have four freshmen playing in
the top eight and it’s just baptism by fire,
and this is just New England
competition, not Big East competition,”
said LaBranche. “They get better every
match, it’s just that these are matches that
we used to win.”
The Men’s team had better luck,
defeating UNH 6-1. Seniors Jarvis,
Roslund, Moynihan, and Cavanagh all
delivered singles victories, as well as
freshman Nick Poulos. All three of PC’s
doubles teams also posted wins.
At the Brown Invitational on Friday
and Saturday, the Men’s team faced
tough competition from schools all over
the region. Poulos and senior Chris
Overzat were the only singles players
from PC to post wins in the main draw.
The number one doubles team of Jarvis
and Overzat also had a win in their
bracket. Roslund had a good run in the
consolation bracket, beating Sacred
Heart and Farleigh Dickinson before
losing in the semifinals.
Both teams will return to action on
Saturday against Fairfield at noon.

Intramural Athletic (Score)Board
WOMEN’S 3 V. 3 BASKETBALL

MIXED DOUBLES TENNIS
NORTH

Aces
Advantage Seniors
George
Collins Miller
Solomone Orr
Downing
Maringer
St.John
Gladiators

3-0
1-0
2-1
2-1
1-1
1-2
0-1
0-1
0-3

SOUTH
Smith/Ulatowski
Aqua Rays
Cart Kings
Reindal-Stratton
Gemini
The Strangers

2-0
1-0
1-1
1-1
0-1
0-2

Arby’s
1-0
1-0
1111 Lesley C
The Fierce 5
0-0
Thundercats i < 0-1
KK Stars
0-1

MIXED 3 V. 3 BASKETBALL
MEN LEAGUE 1

Def Jam
Dominance
McCadden
The Birds
No Authority
Ate
Dribbling

MEN LEAGUE2

3-0
2-0
1-0
0-0
0-1
0-2
0-3

F Mercury’s OB
Team Disney
4 Cheeses
Pump + Dump
Dice
GFY
Scrubs

1-0
1-0
1-0
0-0
0-1
0-1
0-1

MENLEAQUEl

Night Train
Cash Money
Stiffler’s Mom
Young Guns
A-Team
Hot Sauces
Money

2-0
1-0
1-1
0-0
0-1
0-1
0-1
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Moran PC’s show-stopper
-Continued from back page-

“We passed really well and we kept
to our game plan: two touch passes and
play the ball forward,” said
Phillips.
Rutgers evened the score at one
apiece on a goal by Erica Hartwig, with
under twelve minutes left to play in
regulation. Despite the fact that Rutgers
out-shot Providence, 17-8, held the
advantage on penalty corners, 16-4, and
that a majority of the game was played
in the Providence end, Rutgers was not
able to score another goal on
Providence’s sophomore goalkeeper
Meaghan Moran. The game was forced
into overtime, where Chin secured the
victory for the Friars.
“Rutgers played very hard and fought
for the ball. It was one of Rutgers best
games that they have played all year,”
said Providence Head Coach Bill
Davidson. Despite their stronger play
than in past games this season, Rutgers
was stopped by Providence’s defense
and goalie, sophomore Meaghan Moran.
“Meaghan Moran had a tremendous
game,” said Davidson of his goalie, who
had seven saves in the game for
Providence. “We were out cornered and
out shot by Rutgers, but we capitalized
on the opportunities that we did have.
There were periods where we displayed
a good passing game and power game,”
said Coach Davidson.
This game continues what has been a
remarkable season for Moran, who leads
the Big East with four shutouts on the
season and a 1.09 goals against average.
“We wanted it,” said the standout
goalie. “It was a tense game and it was
exciting to come out with the win. We
picked it up as the game went on, pulled
through, and the defense came through

We wanted it.

It was a tense game,
and it was exciting to

come out with the win.

Meaghan Moran
in the end. It was more exciting than
anything,” she said.
“We knew going into it that it was a
big game,” said Willet, one of the senior
captains. “Everyone in the Big East is
good. We are a good team and we proved
that against Rutgers.”
The winning ways have not gone
unnoticed for the Friars. Though the
team has not yet been nationally ranked,
it has received votes in the national polls.
“The winning season is the result of
teamwork. We are a close team and get
along well,” said Moran.
The Friars third Big East match-up
was scheduled for Wednesday, October
3, when they travel to the University of
Connecticut to face off with the Huskies.
“We need to improve on our
performance against Rutgers. If that
happens, we will be in a very favorable
position to beat UConn,” said Coach
Davidson.
The Big East battles continue through
the weekend for the Friars. On Saturday
they visit Villanova, the Friars fourth and
next to last Big East match-up for the
team. After that, the only team the Friars
will have left to play is a strong Syracuse
team.
“By this weekend, we will have only

JOHN ENGLISHMEN '03/The Cowl

Sophomore goalkeeper Meaghan Moran leads the Big East in many
defensive categories, including shutouts and goals against average.
one game left in the Big East and we will
have a good idea if we will go to the Big

East tournament, said Willet. “Everyone
is working hard, everyone wants it.”
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Soccer earning respect
by

Elisa Klf.niewski ’04

Sports Staff

Over the past weekend, the
Providence College Women’s Soccer
team tested their skills against two of the
top twenty programs in the nation.
Although the Friars lost both games, they
made their opponents earn their wins,
going as far as to. force UConn into
overtime, and proved that they are not a
team to be taken lightly.
Providence’s Marianna McDonald
believes that faring so well against the
tougher programs will change
opponents’ views of PC women’s soccer.
“Now, other teams have respect for us.
When we tied BC, they thought it was a
fluke. But we proved that we could stay
with teams like UConn and showed we
are for real.”
The Friars traveled to Storrs,
Connecticut on Sunday for a game
against the #11 University of
Connecticut Huskies. The Huskies had
notched a total of 12 goals against its
previous three Big East opponents.
“Our game plan for UConn was for
the entire team to defend and then to get
forward in a hurry,” said Head Coach
Tracy Kerr, “but it is tough when you
had such a difficult game just forty eight
hours earlier.”
PC got things started just over five
minutes into the contest when junior
Kyle McAuley found senior Caitlyn
Welsh at the top of the 18-yard box.
Welsh best Huskies keeper Erin Rice to
snap UConn’s four game shut-out streak.
The Friars took the 1-0 lead into the half.
Providence led UConn for the

We are not satisfied with

losing to top teams.

Head Coach Tracy Kerr
majority of the second half until Abby
Shephard tied the game at one.
“It was definitely a let down when
the goal went in. We thought we could
pull [the win] off;” commented
McDonald,-part of the PC defense.
Both teams tried their hardest to keep
the game from heading into overtime.
However, the clock expired with neither
the Friars nor Huskies giving up a goal.
PC and UConn entered two fifteenminute sudden death overtime periods
knowing that the first team to score
would win the game. After twelve
minutes of play, the Huskies crushed the
Friars hopes of an upset when Salla
Ranta notched the goal that secured
UConn’s victory. PC’s Haines finished
the game with ten saves.
“The team was definitely
disappointed because [in overtime] the
game ends so abruptly when we get
scored upon. But, it shows that we are
growing as a program when we are not
satisfied with losing to top teams,”
asserted Coach Kerr after the game.
Providence was back on the field on
Friday to take on the #14 Syracuse
Orangewomen in a Big East conference
game. Sophomore goalkeeper Caroline
Haines and the Providence defense held

JOHN ENGLISHMEN '03/The Cowl

Junior Jackie Powers and the Women’s Soccer program
are becoming a force in the Big East.
Syracuse scoreless until the 72"d minute
The Friars travel to St. John’s on
of play when freshman Natalie Galas Friday, October 5th for their fourth
tallied what proved to be the game conference game of the season. They
winner. Seven minutes later, senior return to home action on Sunday at 1pm
Candy Reich added a goal for insurance. against Miami, not only one of the
With the defeat, the Friars were shut-out nation’s top programs, but also the Big
for only the second time this season.
East’s leader in overall goals scored.

Friars ranked 7th in nation
-continued from back pageOn the Men’s side, senior Hamish
Thorpe and junior Adam Sutton led the
way for the Friars as they finished sixth
and seventh over in times of 24:20 and
24:21. Only the Universities of
Wisconsin (129) and Portland (167)
finished ahead of the Friars, as their 189

team points secured them a finish in the
top three of a 36-team field that consisted
of 16 of the top 25 nationally-ranked
teams in the country.
“Hamish and Adam were both steady,
being able to finish in the top 10,” said
Coach Treacy. “They proved that they
can both run with some of the best
runners in the country.”
Senior Paul Reilly finished in 31s1
place as the Friars’ third finisher, as he
crossed the line at 24:51. Fellow senior
Dermot Galvin, who was under the
weather before the meet, finished fourth
for the Friars in 25:06 to take 64lh place
overall.
The most impressive run of the day
for the Friars, however, might have been
that of freshman Patrick Guidera, who
was the fifth Friar to place in a time of
25:13, good for 81s1 place overall.
Guidera, along with fellow freshman

Pat Moulton (141st - 25:40), have
answered the call so far this season as
PC’s key fifth finisher. According to
Coach Treacy, his worries from the
beginning of the year as to who would
step up to be that fifth man have been
answered by his freshmen.
“Considering the type of caliber of
the meet it was, and to be only 20
seconds off out top four, we’re very
pUased with him being a solid fifth
position,” praised Treacy. “The five
position is no longer a worry for us.”
Coach Treacy continued. “I was very
pleased with the way the teams ran,” he
said. “We went there with the idea in
mind to finish in the top three of both
divisions, and we did that. We still have
some work to do to get where we want
to be, but it can be done.”
The Friars also continue to make their
mark on the Cross Country national

polls. As it stands now, both teams are
ranked seventh in the country. The
Women improve from ninth place last
week, while the Men fall two spots from
being ranked, fifth. Coach Treacy
explained that these rankings are
probably a good indicator of where they
are as a team right now, especially the
Women, who were better than their
preseason ranking in the teens this
season.
The Friars will take the rest of this
week off in preparation for the New
England Championships, scheduled for
next Friday, October 12 at Franklin Park
in Boston, MA. The Franklin Park
course is a favorite of the Friars, and
should be a good setting for the teams to
challenge for the championship in both
the Men and Women’s divisions.
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Club Sports

by

Philippe Carson ’04

Sports Staff

This past weekend Providence
College club sports continued to pile
up victories against their opponents.
Both Men’s and Women’s Rugby came
up victorious with blowouts against
URI and Northeastern, respectively. It
was an entirely different story for the
Sailing Team as they participated in the
extremely tough Chris Loder Trophy
Regatta at the University of New
Hampshire, where they finished in 14*
out of 15 teams.
Women’s Rugby Blanks NU
The Women’s Rugby team posted a
very convincing 34-0 shutout at
Northeastern University. The Lady
Black Pack (1-0-1) got great play from
a string of players, including Eileen
Walpole, Laura Dolezal, Bailey
Stelmack and Sarah Paglucia, who each
had a try in the victory, while Sarah
Coughlin distinguished herself from the
Pack by scoring two tries. Capping off
the scoring was Club President and

steady kicker Rachel Behan, who had
two kick conversions.
“Going into this game and even
before the season we did not know
what to expect from our competition,”
said Club Vice President Dolezal on
the adjustment from Division III to
Division II. “We had been rolling over
teams in Division III,” she said.
Dolezal continued, “We lost some
talented seniors, but we have a lot of
new players just learning the game
who now have to play in [a tougher
league]. So far we have not met our

match.”
The win over Northeastern comes
after the Lady Black Pack tied a
Wellesley College team that was
ranked number two in the nation last
weekend. The team’s next game is
Saturday, October 6, at home against
a strong and undefeated Bowdin
College.
Dolezal also hopes that the addition
of a third coach on the team adds to
the Lady Black pack’s success. “We
now have three coaches instead of two.
We have a backs coach, forwards

coach and our head coach. This is the
first week of practice that we have used
the three-coach system, so hopefully it
will pay off against Bowdin,” she said.

Men’s Rugby pounds URI
The Men’s Rugby team followed the
Women’s team’s winning ways with a
solid win on the road against conference
rival Rhode Island, 56-17. The Black
Pack received contributions from many
of its upperclassmen, with some great
play from underclassmen that really
stepped up.
Scoring for the Black Pack (2-0) were
junior P.J. Mikol, who had a impressive
individual effort with three tries.
Following close behind was senior John
Chandler, who had two tries in the
victory. Juniors Pat Shannon, Jeff
Karam, and Mike Walsh, sophomore
Chris Rothwell and freshman Shane
Weeks each had one try apiece. Weeks
also made three conversion kicks to
further seal the victory.
The best play of the game came at
the very end of the second half as the
Black Pack had a throw in close to the
URI try line. Walsh jumped and came
down with the ball, and after handing off
to Karam, split off to the side. Walsh
then took a lateral from Karam and
touched it down for the try right before
the whistle blew.
Other key players on both sides of the
ball were sophomores Craig Barrett and
Michael Rusconi, and freshman Kevin
Towhey. The team will try to stay
undefeated this Saturday at home against
Yale University. This should prove to a
great game, a rematch of the
Northeastern Regional Finals of last
year’s playoffs, where PC was victorious
thanks to a missed kick by Yale in the
final seconds of last year’s game.
“Yale is just as good if not better than
last year. It will be a tough match that
could go either way, and it will be one
of our biggest challenges of the year,”
said Club President Frank Quinn. “Right
now we are playing well and everything
is starting to click,” he added.
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Sailing Team salvages tough weekend
at Yale Regatta
The Sailing Team did not have quite
the run of success that both Rugby
teams enjoyed. They had their sails full
as they traveled to New Hampshire to
participate in the 15-team Chris Loder
Trophy Regatta. The team finished 14*
overall, led by the combination of
freshman Andrew Siergifiwicz and
junior Taylor O’Neil. The co-ed tandem
sailed their way to a 12th place finish
overall in a very tough race that
included such powerhouses as Harvard,
Tufts, BC, UNH, URI, Brown and
UMass.
This was the first time out for the
new members of the sailing team, and
some of the freshmen really stepped up,
including Siergifiwicz for the A-side,
along with Kevin Broome and Alex
DiMartino for the B-side. The team
sailed eight races on the day in their 14foot FJ boat, with the A and B-sides
switching every two races.
“It is really hard to compete with the
strong teams in the NEISA (New
England Intercollegiate Sailing
Association) without a coach,” said
Club President Lori Dambroski, who
hopes to have a coach for the team by
the end of the fall. “We have a lot of
potential but we cannot run the
practices, sail and organize everything
at the same time,” she said.
The team looked to salvage what
was left of the weekend as they faced
off against 12 other teams at the Yale
Invitational. The young tandem of
freshmen Alex Howland and John
Switzer had great a race as they finished
2nd overall in the A fleet. Also sailing
well for B-side were freshmen Zach
McBride and Megan Lorette, who
helped out the team to a 7,h place overall
finish.
The Team will be off this weekend
because of the holiday, but will resume
the weekend of October 13 with
Regattas at Connecticut College and
Salve Regina.
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Hungry Friars beat Holy Cross

PETE JOHNSON '03/The Cowl

Junior Sandy Fanning sets against Villanova Sunday.
by

Meaghan Donah ’03

Sports Staff

The Providence College
Women’s Volleyball team,
despite struggling in the Big
East Conference, improved its
record to 3-11 this season by
defeating Holy Cross on the
road. Traveling to the Hart
Center in Worcester, Mass

achusetts, the Friars looked to
improve their overall record by
taking on a weaker Patriot
League team.
Providence earned the
victory by winning three of five
games. The Friars won the first
game 30-25, lost the second 3022, regained the edge in the
third game with a 30-21 score,
see-sawed with the Crusaders to

lose the fourth 35-33, and
finally sealed their third victory
with a 20-18 score. Freshman
Ayana Cadres led all players
with a career high 26 kills. The
Los Angeles, California native
hit a .538 and contributed one
ace, three digs, and two blocks.
Senior Sarah Katinger recorded
20 kills and 18 digs.
Preceding the recent success
of the Friars, the team suffered
a two-game weekend of losses
in Big East Conference play,
while hosting Rutgers and
Villanova on a temporary court
in Peterson Center. Though the
Friars improved their overall
record with a mid-week victory
against Central Connecticut
State, however, they fell to 0-4
in the Big East ranks.
The Friars took to the court
on Sunday, September 30,
playing host to Villanova
University. Hoping to upset the
Wildcats and earn a Big East
victory, PC took the first game,
30-28. However, Villanova
proved to be too much, and they
took the match, 3-1 (28-30,3026, 30-25, 30-28). Providence
dominated the first game with
communication and execution
as their allies. However,
Villanova won three in a row,
just sneaking by the Friars.
Senior Annie Celia
contributed 20 kills and 12 digs
for the Friars.
Katinger
recorded 24 kills and 16 digs in
the loss. Cadres had 15 kills and
three service aces. Cadres also
came up big defensively with a
career-high seven blocks.
Junior Daniella Miele chipped
in with three aces as well,
contributing to PC’s 11 aces.
Villanova recorded 13 service
aces. Wildcat Leah Matthews
tallied six of the 13 aces.
“Psychologically we don’t
know how to win as a team,”
remarked Head Coach Margot

Royer on her team’s Big East
slump. “There are individuals
who know how and they aren’t
necessarily our best players.
But, as a team, we haven’t
figured it out yet. It’s hard
because we have no money and
other Big East teams are funded.
We can get it done, but we
mentally don’t know how.”
Rutgers University came up
with a 3-0 victory (30-19, 3028, 31-29) against Providence
on Saturday, September 29.
Dawn Christjaener led all
participants with 18 kills. Celia
and Katinger fought hard for the
black-and-white effort, earning
15 and 12 kills and 15 and 11
digs, respectively.
“They were not as strong as
we thought they would be, but
after playing tough teams like
Maryland in the first part of our
season, we are having trouble
making adjustments-from team
to team. We don’t have the
attitude that we need to win,”
commented Royer.
Despite the stellar defensive
skills of Rutgers, Celia’s valiant
efforts helped the Friars to
remain in competition as she hit
a .464. Providence could not
contain Rutgers defensively,
however, as Rutgers outblocked Providence, 8-2.
“I think about the different
teams we play and prepare for
each one individually. I’ve been
here for three years so I know
players on other teams and their
strength and weaknesses,” said
Katinger of the team’s pre-game
preparations. “I’d say that it is
true for all of us. Each member
of our team has a role. They
prepare by focusing on their
role.”
The majority of PC’s losses
have been excruciatingly close.
The team has shown that they
can compete with others, even
funded programs with top-notch

recruits. However, capitalizing
and finishing are two skills that
need to be fine-tuned before
they can begin to win.
In addition to adjusting
psychologically, the Friars have
had to adjust to the NCAA’s
new rules. If a serve hits the
net but goes over and in, it is in
play. Also, with the rally point
system, a team can score when
it is not their own serve.
“You have to work harder to
win the game. With the old
rules, if the score was 14-13
there was still a chance to win.
But now, because you can score
on your opponent’s serve, it
seems like there is no way to
win if the score is 29-27. It is
very frustrating,” remarked
Katinger.
“We’ve changed practice.
We are trying to be more
disciplined. Also, we have reset
our goals. We are working to
become better at blocking,”
contributed Royer. Providence
out-blocked Villanova 11-8 on
Sunday, which was a vast
improvement from Saturday’s
match versus Rutgers.
Previous to last weekend’s
play, the Friars snapped a sevenconsecutive match losing streak
on the road in New Britain,
Connecticut. On Wednesday,
September 26, PC defeated
Central Connecticut State, 3-1.
Katinger led all players with a
match-high 22 kills and 23 digs.
Celia contributed 21 killsand 18
digs. Cadres stepped up,
recording 17 kills, two aces, and
five blocks.
Providence will look to
improve its record on the road.
Friday, October 5, the Friars
will take on St. John’s
University at 7:30. Saturday,
October 6 at 1:00, Providence
will complete another weekend
of Big East competition at Seton
Hall University.
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WORLD NEEDS MORE
ACT NOW! GUARANTEE
ACTIVISTS
THE BEST SPRING BREAK
CWA is hiring students to learn PRICES! SOUTH PADRE.
about environmental campaign. CANCUN, JAMAICA,
Educate and organize
BAHAMAS, ACAPULCO,
communities to protect our
FLORIDA & MARDI GRAS.
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make a difference.
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$8/12 hour guaranteed
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Spring Break Vacations!
Cancun, Jamaica, Bahamas &
Want to be seen by over
Florida. Book Early & get
4,000 people each week?
free meal plan. Earn cash &
This space could be yours!
Go Free! Now hiring Campus
Contact The Cowl at
Reps. 1-800-234-7007
x2214 about advertising
endlesssummertours.com
in the classified section!

SPRING BREAK

Help Wanted!! Spring
Break Reps!! “It’s a NO
BRAINER” 15 Sales=2
Free Trips or 30 sales=3
Free Trips. The Hottest
Destnations-Jamaica,
Cancun, Florida, Barbados
Acapulco, Padre & More.
Sign up now @
www.sunsolashtours.com
or 1-800-426-7710.

GO DOWN ON US!
Become a campus rep.
Earn free trips and cash.
Choose from 8
destinations.
USASPRINGBREAK.COM.
1-877-760-6077.

SPRING BREAK

SPRING BREAK PARTY! Indulge
in FREE Travel, Drinks, Food, and
Parties with the Best DJ’s and

celebrities in Cancun, Jamaica,
Mazatlan, and the Bahamas. Go to
StudentCity.com, call 1-800-2931443 or e-mail
sales@studentcitv.com to find out
more.

Spring Break 2002 !!! Student
Express is now hiring rep sales.
Cancun feature FREE meals and
parties @ Fat Tuesdays - MTV Beach
Headquarters. Acapulco, Mazatlan,
Jamaica, Bahamas, South Padre,
Florida. Prices from $469, with major
airlines. 24,000 travelers in 2001.
Call 800-787-3787 for a FREE
brochure or e-mail:
bookit@studentexpress.com.
www.studentexpress.com
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Men’s Soccer drop two
Offense continues to struggle with lack of go-to guy
by

Chris Dankberg ’03

Sports Staff

The season has not gotten any easier
for the Providence College Men’s Soccer
team, as the team continues to struggle
for its first win of the season. Tuesday
afternoon the team fell to Harvard
University 3-0 at PC’s Glay Field and
also dropped its weekend Big East match
at Georgetown, in a closely contested 10 game.
The team’s record now stands at
0-7-1, 0-3 in the Big East.
The team played an extremely tough
game at Georgetown on Saturday, with
the game’s only goal being scored in the
79th minute on a rebound that took a
strange bounce off the cross bar. The
team continued to play extremely tough
defensively, but was unable to convert
on their somewhat limited offensive
chances.
Senior back and co-captain Kempes
Corbally explained what the loss to
Georgetown meant to the team. “Right
now we’re down. Our record isn’t very
good, obviously, and each game that
goes by it gets tougher and tougher.
Spirits were pretty high after the UNH
game. We were feeling confident going
into Georgetown, but we conceded an
awful goal late in the game. It was like a
kick in the teeth.”
The loss to Harvard at home on
Tuesday was a symptom of a team
lacking in confidence. Again, it was the
team’s absence of offensive pressure that
caused the loss. The team lacks a
consistent target or threat upfield, and it
causes the defense to play back on their
heels far more often than they would like
to be.
Without a deep threat, the defense is
forced to bring the ball upfield, therefore
leaving the backfield vulnerable.
Corbally pointed to one player in
particular that the club misses.

We were feeling
confident going into
Georgetown, but we
conceded an awful goal
late in the game. It was
like a kick in the teeth.

Kempes Corbally

• PETE JOHNSON’03/The Cowl

Senior keeper Danny Glynn watches on as sophomore back
Jeff Sawyer tries to push the ball upfield.
“Kevin Jor.es used to be that big
The coaching staff has tried to keep
target for us in the middle,” said the team confident. They have continued
Corbally, who along with senior keeper to play hard, and that is a credit to the
Danny Glynn, heads up the PC defense. coaching staff, as well as the players.
This is Corbally’s fourth year at PC,
“It seemed like we could just kick the
ball long, and he’d hold it up for us. Now and he takes his responsibility to the
we don’t have that option, and it’s really team seriously. He has done his part to
keep the team going as well.
hurting us.”

“I’ll pull guys aside in practice. We
have a pretty young team. I try to help
[backs] Greg Bennett and Jeff Sawyer,
and the other guys. I want them to learn
as much from me as they possibly can. I
hope I lead by example, and I hope that
when I go, they will have learned to work
hard.”
The overwhelming feeling on the
team is that the talent is in place, as is
the coaching. This season has clearly
developed into a rebuilding one,
however. For a player like Corbally or
Glynn, that might not seem fair, but they
seem to be taking this year in stride.
“You always want to go out on a high
note. I’ve been here such a long time and
I love the guys, I love the coaches, I love
the team. I just want to give something
back. My first two years were so
successful, and the last two have been
hard, but I think the talent is here. This
is going to be a very good team next
year,” said Corbally.
The team has the weekend off and will
resume play at home Tuesday against
Brown. By most accounts, the week off
will serve the team well.
“It’s good to get a week off right now.
It just feels like we’ve got a monkey on
our backs,” said Corbally.

B&W: Volleyball Rask, Schaefer lead
taking its bumps returning players
-Continued from back page-Continued from back pageSo take my advice, and the next time
these girls are in action, check them out.
You might see one of the hardest
working teams at Providence College
hook one of those big fish.
By the way, did I mention that in

2004 the Big East will require all
volleyball teams to have eight
scholarships on their team, or else they
won’t be able to compete in the league?
For PC Volleyball, their fate will rest in
the hands of the next Athletic Director
- whoever he or she may be.
I think it’s needless to say - but they
have my vote.

Comments? Questions?
email

CowlSports @aol. com

goal is to finish number one.”
The Friars will return six 25-point
scorers from last year’s NCAA team,
including junior Devon Rask, who fin
ished second in the league in goals and
points only to departing senior and
Hockey Player of the Year Brian Gionta
from Boston College. In goal, the Fri
ars will have All-American Nolan
Schaefer, who was also key to last
season’s success.
There was much reaction to the Fri
ars selection as number one in the league.
Boston College Head Coach Jerry York
commented on how balanced the league
is and that there is no clear favorite.
“I am shocked that PC is number one,
I still feel that we are the team to beat,”
he said.
Boston College is trying to reload
after graduating many of its top players
from last year’s title run and will have
at least seventeen freshman and sopho
mores that will dress for every game.
Boston University Head Coach Jack
Parker also commented how balanced
the league is, but pointed out that his
squad “is better than fifth”. Parker also
noted that “Providence has just about
everything they need, and they are com
ing off a very solid and surprising year.”
The Friars are excited about the up
coming season, which begins with an

2001-02 Hockey East
Preseason Coaches’ Poll
Team (First place Votes)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Providence
Maine (4)
Boston College (3)
New Hampshire (1)
Boston University (1)
UMass Lowell
Northeastern
Merrimack
UMass Amherst

Pts.

68
67
61
57
54
34
33
18
13

exhibition game this Saturday night
when they host Western Ontario at
Schneider Arena. The regular season
begins next week when the Friars travel
to Nebraska to compete in The Maver
ick Stampede. The team’s first round
opponent will be Michigan, a Frozen
Four team from a year ago and ranked
fourth in the country. The home opener
will be Friday, October 19 when Friars
will host Sacred Heart University.

Men’s Soccer
lacks go-to
scorer,
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Women’s
Soccer a Big
East force?
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Volleyball
a true
Chin scores in OTfor first conference win
winner

Friars outduel Rutgers
by Mary Allietta

After many years of success,
the Providence College
Women’s Volleyball team has
been getting hit hard as of late.
Currently, the Friars’ record
stands at a dismal 3-11, yet to
win a game in the Big East
Conference this season.
After watching their games
this weekend, I can personally
attest to the fact that the losses
are not on account of a lack of
trying - the girls are giving their
all out there.
On nearly every other point,
you can see seniors Sarah
Katinger or Annie Celia lay
themselves out on the floor to
dig out a return from their
opponent,
or see Sue
or Sandy
Fanning
dive for a
ball just out
This team has the guts, grit
and determination of any Big
East championship team.
So what’s the problem?
Scholarships. And a little
luck wouldn’t hurt, either.
The Women’s Volleyball
team currently has only two
scholarship athletes on the team
- graduating seniors Katinger
and Celia - as a result of
financial cuts that revolved
around the Title IX situation of
a few years ago. When the two
co-captains end their careers
this fall, so will the era of
scholarship athletes for
Providence Volleyball.
Thus it is a testament to these
girls and future recruits, who
come to play at our small school
in the big pond that is the Big
East - no scholarships, no free
rides - only for the chance to
play. And they’re giving their
all, and coming so close in every
game, only to lose.
This year the Big East
switched from the traditional
16-point sideout scoring
method to the rally point
system, where each time the ball
is in play, a point is up for grabs.
First one to 30 wins. This
allows for a quicker, more
exciting, fan-friendly game,
forcing teams to be on their toes
constantly, or before you know
it, it’s 10-2, and you’re more
than a third of the way from
getting beaten.
While second-year Head
Coach Margot Royer and her
team like the new method, she
admits that the new system, in
the end, hurts the weaker team.
Not to mention that it has to kill
a team’s morale when you
consistently lose by so close a
margin - 30-26, or 30-28. In
fact, if the old scoring system
was still in place, the Friars
would have a few more wins
under their belt.
They know. They’ve been
keeping track.

B&W, page 35
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On Saturday, September 29, the
Providence College Women’s Field
Hockey team defeated Rutgers
University, 2-1, in overtime. The victory
was Providence’s first in the Big East
Conference on the season, and its first
at Rutgers since 1995.
Junior Jennifer Chin led the Friars to
victory as she scored the unassisted
game-winning goal with under five
minutes remaining in overtime. This was
Providence’s second overtime victory of
the season, having defeated Radford in
OT earlier in the season. In the extra
session, both teams field seven players
as opposed to the usual 11 players during
regulation, a credit to the strength and
confidence in both their regulation and
overtime units.
Providence improves its record to 1 1 in the Big East, and 7-2 overall on the
season, continuing their best pace since
the 1997 season and equaling their
number of wins from last season. With
the defeat Rutgers fell to 0-3 in the Big
East, and to 2-6 overall.
Providence found the net first, as
freshman Amy Phillips scored twentytwo minutes into the first half. Senior
Katie Willet found Phillips downfield
and served her the ball from a Providence
College free hit. Phillips then went oneon-one with the Rutgers goalkeeper to
put the Friars ahead, 1 -0.

Junior Jennifer Chin scored her second game-winning goal of the season
in a 2-1 OT victory over Rutgers Saturday.

Sure, you
betcha!
Shearman
lead XC in Minnesota
by

R J. Friedman ’03

Sports Editor

The top cross country teams
throughout the country
gathered in St. Paul, Minnesota
this past Saturday for the
prestigious Roy Griak
Invitational held by the
University of Minnesota. One
again at the head of the pack
were the Providence College
Men and Women’s Cross
Country teams, who placed in
third and second place,
respectively, to continue what
has
become
another
championship-bound season
for the Friars Cross Country
program.
The Women’s Cross
Country team finished only
behind Arizona State in a 32team field that included 13
teams ranked in the top 25
nationally. The Friars team
point total was 139, second to
Arizona State’s total of 109
points.
“[The women] ran a

fantastic team race,” explained
Head Coach Ray Treacy.
“Claire and Roisin were in the
race from the start, and they
hung on to the end,” he said.
Senior Claire Shearman led
the way for the Friars on the
6,000 meter course, as she
placed 11th in a time of 21:14.
Junior Roisin McGettigan
followed close behind as she
placed nine seconds later in 17th.
Senior Kathryn Casserly
finished third for the Friars in a
time of 21:50, good for 34lh
place, with freshmen Deirdre
Byrne and Mary Cullen brought
home the fourth and fifth spots
for the Friers in 35lh and 42nd
place, respectively, with only
six seconds between them.
Also finishing for the Friars
were junior Emer O’Shea, who
placed SO* in a time of 22:08,
and senior Marissa Colburn,
who placed 138Ih in a time of
22:49.
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Friars top
Hockey East
preseason poll
by

Brendan McGair ’03

Sports Staff

The Preseason Hockey East
Coaches’ poll was released on
Monday and the Providence
Friars finished on top — but did
so with an unusual spin. The
Friars did not receive a single
first place vote from any of the
coaches, making this the first
time in the 18-year history of
the Hockey East Conference
that this has happened. The
first-place finish marks the first
time Providence College has
been voted the preseason num
ber one.
The votes were split among
the traditional powers of the
league, which included Maine,
defending national champion
Boston College, Boston Univer
sity and New Hampshire. Yet
the Friars accumulated the most
points in the poll than any other
team, allowing them to slip into
the top spot. The Friars were
also ranked fifth in the country
after The USA Today/American
Hockey Magazine Preseason
Poll was released, making the

Friars the highest ranked
Hockey East team in the coun
try.
However, polls like this
carry very small weight. Last
season, the Friars were picked
to finish sixth in the preseason
Hockey East poll, but eventu
ally finished tied for second
place with Maine on their way
to the NCAA Tournament.
“It is a great honor, but it
doesn’t help to win any games,”
said Head Coach Paul Pooley.
“I am excited by the challenge,
but it doesn’t change a thing. It
is even more of a motivating
factor that no one picked us to
finish first.”
Coach Pooley also stated
that being picked as the favor
ite was a new experience for
him. “I was used to having no
one around me (on media day),
but now I have 15 guys around
me,” said Pooley with a smile.
Added senior Captain Marc
Suderman, “There are a lot of
questions with the ‘traditional
four’ in the league, but our team
Rask, page 35

